
 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
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IP in the Digital World and Awareness 
 

 

 

EU Education Ministers confirmed their support for the IP in Education 
network 

On 30 November, 27 EU education ministers adopted a proposal of the German 
Presidency for the Council Conclusions on digital education in Europe’s knowledge 
societies, that sets out a roadmap for European digital education in the years to come. 
The Council Conclusions highlighted several times the importance of intellectual 
property in the future of digital education and officially acknowledged the role of the IP 
in Education network managed by the EUIPO. You can read more here. 

 

 

IP in Education Network Meeting 
On 6 November 2020, over 80 representatives from education ministries, IP offices 
and other relevant bodies across the EU met virtually for the second time this year to 
exchange views and participate in a debate about the current and future shape of IP 
in education. You can read more here. 

 

 

Agorateka update 

On 2 December, the Lithuanian portal Naudok Legalia joined the agorateka platform. 
It is based on the agorateka toolkit and links to 64 legal offer sites covering all 
categories of content. Following the incorporation of Lithuania, agorateka ends 2020 
with over 2200 legal offer sites and 30 national and pan-european portals on its 
platform. 
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Enhancing IP protection on e-commerce marketplaces 

In the autumn, the Observatory initiated preparatory steps to pave the way for the 
launch of a strategic initiative to adapt EUIPO’s services to the growth of e-commerce, 
and to engage with e-commerce marketplaces in supporting the protection of IP.  
Ahead of the launch of the strategic project on enhancing IP protection on e-
commerce marketplaces, three dedicated workshops took place with selected experts 
from both trade mark owners and e-commerce market places. The fruitful discussions 
helped to consolidate the technical specifications of the services to be developed. 
Initiating with information resources on the IP protection systems of e-commerce 
marketplaces is to be made available to EUIPO’s users; thus providing a solution for 
e-commerce marketplaces to easily verify IP rights. At the same time providing a 
solution for IP owners to easily authenticate themselves in e-commerce marketplaces 
when using their IP protection systems. 

 

 

 

 

Enforcement and SMEs 
 

 

 

The IP Enforcement Portal Forum 

On 1 December the EUIPO (via the Observatory) organised the 2020 IP Enforcement 
Portal Forum which was held as a virtual meeting. The IP Enforcement Portal Forum 
brought together the users of our tool, rights holders and enforcement authorities from 
all EU Member States, as well as representatives from the European Commission and 
Europol. You can read more here. 
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Awareness session on counterfeits- Vaccines during the COVID-19 
pandemic 

The EUIPO (via the Observatory) jointly organised with OLAF and Europol and the 
EU Commission a series of information and working meeting with pharmaceutical 
companies and law enforcement authorities. The first meeting was held on 16 
December. You can read more here. 

 

 

EU Customs’ urgent call to rights holders of COVID 19 related 
products, to file customs applications for action (AFAs) 
As an outcome of the IPR enforcement discussions during the IPEP Forum, customs 
called on rights holders dealing with COVID 19-related products, to file customs 
applications for action (AFAs). You can read more here. 

 

 

CEPOL training course for enforcement officials 

The EUIPO (via the Observatory) and the European Union Law Enforcement Training 
Agency (CEPOL) held the Joint CEPOL-EUIPO Webinar 77/2020, on 13 November 
called Counterfeiting and Dangerous Goods. A risk for everyone. 
 
The online event focused on counterfeit goods and the risks faced by the consumer in 
buying these dangerous and unsafe products. 

 

 

Online event on Enforcement of IP rights 

On 25 November, EUIPO (through the Observatory), in collaboration with the 
Norwegian Industrial Property Office, jointly organised an online event on the 
enforcement of IP rights. You can read more here. 
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IPPD (IP Pre-diagnostic) Training 

On 24-25 November 2020 the EUIPO and the European Commission organised an IP 
Pre-diagnostic (IPPD) training event. You can read more about it here. 

 

 

Other updates 

In the context of the IPKey project, the EU Observatory contributed to a number of 
events over the last few months. In particular, contributions were made to IPKey 
South East Asia in the context of a Webinar on designs protection and enforcement 
on the 1st and 2nd of December. Contributions were also made in the context of the 
IPKey Latin America where four presentations were given during two activities: the 
on-line seminar on piracy in the on-line world on 8 and 9 December and the Forum on 
the importance of enforcement and IP in times of pandemic on 14 of December. 
 
 
In the context of the SME activities, the Observatory has contributed, together with the 
EU Commission and Italian participants to a workshop for SMEs organized by Startup 
Italia Open Summit (SIOS) on 9 December. This online activity targeting SMEs 
involved more than 1,000 participants from all over Italy. 
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Reports and Studies 
 

 

 

Report on the EU internal market enforcement of intellectual property 
rights: results of detentions in EU Member States, 2019 

Following last year’s publication of the report on the EU enforcement of intellectual 
property rights at EU borders and in Member States with results of 2013-2017, the 
EUIPO has now published a new report based on the analysis of the 2019 data on 
detentions in the national markets, reported through the IP Enforcement Portal by the 
enforcement authorities of 25 different Member States. According to figures reported 
by police, customs and market surveillance authorities in the EU internal market, the 
annual number of IPR-infringing items reported as detained in 2019 was 40 million 
and their estimated value reached EUR 1.8 billion. You can read more here. 

 

 

Online Copyright Infringement in the European union title-level study: 
Film, Music and TV 

This report is based on an analysis of the 30 most frequently pirated creative works in 
each of the EU Member States, including films, TV series and music. The study finds 
that piracy mainly affects creative works recently produced and released. TV series 
are the most frequently pirated creative works but the relationship between piracy and 
popularity of the corresponding legal content is more difficult to ascertain, as is also 
the case for music. The study also looks at the tastes of consumers of pirated content 
across the EU, and finds a high degree of homogeneity among the Member States, 
especially for film.  
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The Observatory launched the 3rd edition of its IP Perception study 

The EUIPO (through the European Observatory on Infringements of Intellectual 
Property Rights) launched an EU-wide study on the perception of intellectual property 
(IP) among European citizens. The study aims to gather knowledge on Europeans’ 
attitudes towards IP, the degree to which they respect these rights, and the concept 
that they have of IP as a whole. You can read more here. 

 

 

Automated Content Recognition: ‘Existing technologies and their 
impact on IP’ 
As a first step to understand the impact of technology on intellectual property, this 
discussion paper describes the functioning of hashing, watermarking, fingerprinting or 
AI-based solutions, and their uses for content recognition. It explores the advantages 
and limitations of each of these technologies, as well as how they can be combined to 
optimise content recognition. 

 

 

Use of IPR bundles by EU firms 2014-2015 

This new study published by the EUIPO (through the European Observatory on 
Infringements of Intellectual Property Rights) looks at EU firms’ simultaneous use of 
patents, trade marks and registered designs to protect their innovation. The study 
shows that firms that use multiple IP rights (IPRs) account for a disproportionate 
share of employment and turnover among the firms in the sample. Larger firms tend 
to have more IPR bundles than SMEs. Patents are the right most frequently combined 
with other IPRs. The study also found significant differences in the bundling of IPRs 
across sectors of the economy, with firms in the manufacturing sector much more 
likely to bundle IPRs than those in the services sector. This study, and all other 
Observatory studies, can be found on the Observatory webpage. 
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Case-Law 
 

 

 

New key national enforcement judgments in the eSearch Case Law 
database 

The 2019 collection of key national enforcement judgments is now available in the 
eSearch Case Law database. You can read more here. 
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Stakeholder news 
 

 

Expert groups update 

 

• The Impact of Technology Expert Group held an online meeting on 12 
November. The meeting involved experts in new technologies with the potential to have 
an impact on IPR infringement and enforcement. Participants discussed the further 
development of the expert group’s original Tech Watch Methodology and the 
technologies to be discussed within the group in the future. 

• The Expert Group on International Cooperation started implementing the 
deliverables agreed at the July meeting. First of all, the experts provided input with 
regards to potential activities in the field of enforcement that could be implemented in 
2021 in the IP Key projects in China, Latin America and South east Asia. All the input 
received, which included a specific proposal on new routes on counterfeits, were 
shared with the team responsible for the EU Funded projects. The experts are currently 
developing a common approach on the objectives to achieve with the enforcement 
related activities. 

• The Expert Group on Cooperation with intermediaries held a meeting 26 
November. The status of the work of the group in relation to domain names, payment, 
social media and online platforms were discussed. The new EUIPO strategic project on 
“Enhancing IP protection on e-commerce marketplaces”, that was initiated based on 
the work of the Expert Group on online platforms, was also presented. 

• The Outreach Expert Group held an online meeting on Tuesday 20 October to 
discuss ideas for the design and implementation of the 2021 Spring Campaign on the 
occasion of anti-counterfeiting day and the organisation of the International IP 



 

Enforcement Summit planned for June 2021 in Stockholm. Other agenda points included collaboration 
opportunities with think tanks. You can read more here. 

• The SME Expert Group held an online meeting on Tuesday 20 October where an overview of the 
progress of the SME programme were given followed by a discussion among experts on how to best 
communicate to SMEs. Furthermore, the ‘train the advisor’ programme was covered in a dedicated 
workshop. Other agenda points included feedback on the EU IPDA experience exchange. You can 
read more here. 

• The Legal Expert Group has continued its work on the Study on Dynamic Blocking injunctions and 
provided information on the legal framework in certain countries encompassed by the study. The Legal 
Expert Group presented the ToRs for the ‘Green TMs’ study which were endorsed by the Observatory’s 
stakeholders at the Observatory Plenary meeting. The Legal Expert Group also contributed to the 
revision and provided input on the Study on legislative measures related to online IP infringements 
Phase 2. 

 

 

Update of the 2019 grant beneficiaries 
There have been several updates from our beneficiaries and their projects. You can 
read more about them here and here. 
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The European Commission publishes the Counterfeit and Piracy 
Watch List 2020 

On 14 December the European Commission published the Counterfeit and Piracy 
Watch List 2020. The EUIPO (through its Observatory on Infringements of IP Rights) 
has supported the creation of the Watch List with a number of its studies, as well as 
by coordinating the involvement of EUROPOL’s Intellectual Property Crime Coalition 
(IPC3). You can read more here. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Meetings 
 

 

 

IP Tech Watch Webinar 

This webinar presented the Intellectual Property Infringement and Enforcement Tech 
Watch Discussion Paper 2020 prepared with support from the Impact of Technology 
Expert Group of the Observatory. You can read more here. 

 

 

Observatory working group online meetings 

The European Observatory on Infringements of Intellectual Property Rights held its 
first online series of working group from 20-22 October. You can read more here. 
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Other 
 

 

 

Evaluation of the Observatory 

The European Commission has published its Evaluation of the European Observatory 
on Infringements of Intellectual Property Rights – application of the Regulation (EU) 
No 386/2012, which can also be found through the webpage dedicated to the 
Observatory in the European Commission’s website. The report concludes that 'the 
EUIPO has become a hub of excellence on IP infringements, a central source of 
knowledge, development and sharing of best practice in the EU and internationally. 
The EUIPO acts as a facilitator and driver for cooperation between national authorities 
and right holders across the EU, and is an important contributor to the Commission’s 
initiatives in IP within the EU and further afield'. We are very glad for this positive 
conclusion and are very thankful to all of you for your continual collaboration.  
 

We would like to also draw your attention to the IP action plan to support the EU’s 
recovery and resilience adopted by the European Commission and published on 25 
November. You can find the press release here. 
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Observatory budget 2021 
 

The budget for the Observatory is part of the overall EUIPO budget and can therefore 
be found in the EUIPO budget. The table below summaries the budget for the 
Observatory 2021 by main areas. 

 

 

 

 



Challenges posed by the rise of counterfeit COVID-19-related medical 
products and protective equipment 
In these difficult times that we are living due to the COVID-19 pandemic we would like 
to keep you updated with the Medical Product Alert by the World Health Organization 
(WHO). This alert relates to three different batches of confirmed falsified Fluzone® 
Quadrivalent Influenza Vaccine identified in Mexico and reported to WHO on 16 
October 2020.  
 

Due to the COVID-19, Health Authorities expect a higher demand for the flu vaccine 
than usual, which may cause shortages. As a consequence, criminals have been 
quick to produce counterfeit flu vaccine, a trend that was not really foreseen. 
 

In view of the above Europol has recently published an Early Warning 
Notification. One aim of this notification is to increase vigilance in EU countries, third-
party countries and organisations on the possible involvement of criminals in the 
COVID-19 vaccine development and distribution process. Member States are 
encouraged to share any relevant information on criminal activities related to COVID-
19 or flu vaccines with Europol. 
 

This is yet another angle that shows the importance of IP crime and the 
consequences on health and safety. In this context, continued focus has been put by 
the Observatory and its stakeholders on the prioritisation of IP crime in the criminal 
enforcement (EMPACT) priorities for the 2022-25 policy cycle.  
 

The Observatory continues to coordinate with Europol, OLAF, customs and other 
public sector, private sector and civil society stakeholders on the response to the 
COVID-19 crisis, and how to prevent fake medical and protective equipment from 
entering the EU. 
 

Given the urgent need to act on false COVID-19 products, we take this opportunity to 
encourage all IPEP stakeholders in the pharmaceutical sector and companies 
producing personal protection equipment to update all contact information relating to 
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their company at their earliest convenience, as well as data on relevant original and fake products. Should you 
have any doubts, do not hesitate to contact us at ipenforcementportal@euipo.europa.eu. 
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