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1.1 Structure of the Observatory
The European Observatory on Counterfeiting and Piracy was established by the European Commission in 2009 as
an EU-wide network of representatives to support the protection of intellectual property rights and help combat the
growing threat of IP infringements, and as a centre of excellence on information and data relating to the value of
Intellectual Property rights (IPR) and the negative consequences of IPR infringements.
The Observatory was entrusted to OHIM in June 2012 by Regulation (EU) No 386/2012.
The Regulation transferring the Observatory to OHIM covers responsibility for a wide range of tasks relating to
research, communication, spread of best practice, and enforcement of all types of intellectual property rights.
The tasks listed in the Regulation include:

Improving the understanding of the scope and impact of infringements of intellectual property rights, including
industrial property rights, copyright, and rights related to copyright;
Improving the understanding of the value of intellectual property;
Enhancing the knowledge of best public and private sector practices to protect intellectual property rights;
Raising citizens´ awareness of the impact of infringements of intellectual property rights;
Enhancing the expertise of persons involved in the enforcement of intellectual property rights;
Enhancing the knowledge of technical tools to prevent and combat counterfeiting and piracy, including tracking
and tracing systems;
Improving the online exchange between Member States´ authorities and fostering co-operation with and
between the central industrial property offices of the Member States, including the Benelux Office for
Intellectual Property;
Fostering international cooperation with intellectual property offices in third countries to build strategies and
develop techniques for the protection of intellectual property rights, skills, and tools.
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In order to carry out the assigned tasks, an Observatory Department was formed in late 2012, consisting of three
main areas: the Observatory Operations and Projects, the Academy, and the Chief Economist. Thus, in 2013, the
Observatory has become fully integrated into OHIM, and benefits from all the capabilities and resources of the
Office.
1.2 Activities in 2013
During 2013, the first full year of operation of the Observatory within OHIM, a number of important activities came to
fruition; in particular:
Two major studies were published: the IP Contribution Study which quantifies the contribution of IPR-intensive
industries to the EU economy, and the IP Perception Study, providing a qualitative and quantitative analysis of
the perception of IP by citizens of all 28 EU Member States;
The Observatory network was strengthened and made more representative by the addition of a number of new
associations, including several civil society organisations. In addition to the representatives of the 28 Member
States, the Observatory now includes 52 organisations representing the private sector, 6 organisations
representing the main groups within civil society and 10 international organisations that act as observers;
The five working groups – Legal, Enforcement, Public Awareness, Statistics and Economics, IP in a Work
Programme 2014.docx Page 4 of 11
Digital World – met several times during 2013. In order to make the work more effective and to enable more
participation when available, some working groups have been divided into smaller groups of maximum eight
representatives in order to follow specific projects;
A number of projects have now entered operation, for example the Enforcement Database which is now in a
pilot phase until April 2014 and is adding companies every month;
Three major conferences were held during 2013, a high-level anti-counterfeiting conference in April (coorganised with the European Commission in Dublin), one on counterfeit pharmaceuticals in June, and one on
counterfeit domestic electrical appliances and automotive parts in November.
Many of these activities are carried out in cooperation with other European institutions, including the European
Commission, Europol, the European Police College (CEPOL), the European Patent Office (EPO) and
international organisations such as the World Customs Organization (WCO) and the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO).
1.3 The Multiannual Plan

In early 2013, work began on a five-year Multiannual Plan spanning 2014 to 2018. This plan was presented to the
Plenary meeting of the Observatory in late October 2013.

Aligned with the OHIM Strategic Plan, the Observatory Multiannual Plan identifies several Key Initiatives designed
to enable the Observatory to become a centre of excellence and a central resource for gathering information that will
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facilitate and support the activities of national authorities, EU institutions, private sector and civil society
organisations.

The present Work Programme outlines the activities to be undertaken by the Observatory during 2014 in the
framework of the Multiannual Plan. It includes projects that continue work begun in 2013, as well as new projects
and activities that will be initiated during 2014, some of which will deliver their final results in subsequent years.
1.4 Structure of this document

The remainder of this document consists of three parts:

Section 2 provides a brief description of the working groups that comprise the Observatory. These working
groups are organised along the lines of five main subjects;
Section 3 describes the activities the Office will undertake to implement the Multiannual Plan in 2014.
Specifically, for each of the five working group subjects, the projects to be executed to support the
corresponding activity during the year are briefly described;
Finally, Section 4 outlines the meetings and conferences planned for 2014.
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The Observatory is made up of a network of public and private sector representatives which are concerned by
and/or experienced in the fight against infringements of IP rights. These stakeholders represent a wide range of
areas and interests, including enforcement authorities, industry, small and medium-sized enterprises, consumer
organisations, civil society, authors and creators.
The Observatory representatives collaborate in working groups that have been created according to a number of
different subjects:
Public Awareness
Enforcement
Legal and International
IP in the Digital World
Statistics and Economics
The members of these working groups provide valuable feedback and support for the Observatory’s projects, so
that expert advice from all involved sectors can be taken on board. In order to make the work more effective and to
enable more intense participation by stakeholders, working groups are being divided into smaller groups of
maximum eight representatives which follow specific projects. Within the Public Awareness working group, three
subgroups have been created: Website and on-line services, Observatory Public Relations and Consumer
Awareness Projects. The subgroup structure has also been adopted in the IP in the Digital World working group.
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4.1 Conferences
In 2014, the Observatory will continue to organise high-level events to ensure policy makers, communicators and
decision takers are fully aware of relevant issues surrounding IP.
The main events planned for 2014 include:
High level international conference on counterfeiting and piracy, organised jointly by the UK Intellectual
Property Office, the European Commission and the Observatory, to take place on 11 and 12 June 2014 in
London;
Two seminars organised jointly with Europol: one on sports goods and events, to be held during the spring
2014, and one on the internet as a facilitator of IP crime, to be held later in the year;
Conference of IP economists in Brussels to discuss the research agendas of the economists from national IP
offices, the European Commission, EPO, WIPO and other international organisations, with a view towards
strengthening and broadening the existing network of IP economists.
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4.2 Observatory Meetings
According to Regulation (EC) 386/2012, the Observatory Plenary, public stakeholders and private representatives
meet at least once a year. The dates for the Observatory meetings in 2014 are as follows:

Meeting

Place

Date

Plenary meeting

Alicante

28-29 October 2014

Public sector stakeholders

Athens

2-3 April 2014

Private sector stakeholders

Brussels

11 April 2014

4.3 Advisory Board Meetings
The President of OHIM is assisted by an Advisory Board, which provides recommendations in relation to specific
Observatory issues to ensure and guarantee progress and where appropriate, to suggest necessary
improvements. Two meetings are foreseen for 2014:

Meeting

Place

Date

Advisory Board

Brussels

5 March 2014

Advisory Board

Brussels

30 September 2014

4.4 Working Group Meetings
The working groups meet in Brussels twice per year. The dates for the working group meetings in 2014 are shown
below. Additional meetings can be convened if needed.

Working Group

First meeting

Second meeting

Enforcement

24 February 2014

22 September 2014

IP in a Digital World

25 February 2014

23 September 2014

Legal and International

26 February 2014

24 September 2014

Public Awareness

27 February 2014

25 September 2014

Statistics and Economics

28 February 2014

26 September 2014
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