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A modern record player and an innovative hospital bed: 

winners of the DesignEuropa Awards 2024 
 

• The Swedish Transparent Turntable, a modern spin on the classic vinyl record 

player, won the Entrepreneurs and Small Companies Award 

• LINET’s Essenza 300 LT hospital bed from Czechia received the Industry Award 

• Emerging yacht designer from Italy Chiara Mignani took home the Next 

Generation Design Award for young talent 

• The Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to German designer Dieter 

Rams, an industry pioneer renowned for his sustainable design practice  

 
RIGA — Two exceptional designs were honoured today in the fifth edition of the DesignEuropa 

Awards, organised by the European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) and held at 
the National Library of Latvia. The Transparent Turntable, a vinyl record player created by 
Swedish designer Per Brickstad and crafted with repairability and sustainability in mind, won 
the Entrepreneurs and Small Companies Award. 
 
The Industry Award went to the Essenza 300 LT, designed by the LINET design team in 
collaboration with the Prague-based Divan Design Studio. This technologically enhanced 
hospital bed is designed to improve patient safety and caregiver efficiency. 
 
In this year’s Awards ceremony, organised in close collaboration with the Latvian Patent Office, 
a new category was presented for the first time: the Next Generation Design Award, which 
honours emerging young designers under the age of 30. The first iteration of this award was 
presented to Chiara Mignani, a talented designer from Italy who has been recognised for her 
innovative approaches in creating eco-friendly and high-performance yachts. 
 
The Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to German designer Dieter Rams. An icon 
of industrial design, Rams’ work seamlessly integrated functionality with environmental 
awareness, influencing designers, culture and aesthetics in recent decades. 
 
The Executive Director of the EUIPO, João Negrão, declared: 
 
“This year's DesignEuropa Awards showcases European creativity, innovation and ingenuity 
at its best, along with a deep commitment to sustainability. Our winners demonstrated design’s 
power to drive society and industry forward. The Lifetime Achievement winner, Dieter Rams, 
is a champion of timeless and sustainable design, and Chiara Mignani, our first ever Next 
Generation Design winner, embodies the promise of a future where sustainability is at the core 
of European design. Together, they show us that the future of European design is bright.” 
 
Agris Batalauskis, Director of the Latvian Patent Office and DesignEuropa jury member, said: 
 
“This event celebrates European industrial design, from timeless classics to groundbreaking 
innovations. We are honoured to host the DesignEuropa Awards in Riga, Latvia, and welcome 
outstanding industry representatives leading sustainable progress through creative solutions. 

https://www.youtube.com/euipo
https://www.linkedin.com/company/euipo
https://www.facebook.com/EUIPO.eu
https://www.instagram.com/euipo/
https://twitter.com/EU_IPO
http://designeuropaawards.eu/
http://designeuropaawards.eu/
https://www.lrpv.gov.lv/en


 

 

Industrial design drives economic growth and development, especially when paired intellectual 
property protection, which adds value to these creations. We are proud to spotlight Riga as a 
burgeoning hub for European design, engaging the wider public with this important industry.” 
 
THE WINNING DESIGN IN THE ENTREPRENEURS AND SMALL COMPANIES 
CATEGORY: TRANSPARENT TURNTABLE 
 

 

The Transparent Turntable is a reinvention of a classic vinyl record 
player, designed for a modern home and an ever-evolving technology. 
Designed by Per Brickstad, the turntable is crafted out of aluminium 
and tempered glass and has a completely modular design. The jury 
praised its clean aesthetics and the fact that it is a repairable and 
circular product. 
 

 THE WINNING DESIGN IN THE INDUSTRY CATEGORY: ESSENZA 300 LT  
 

 
 

Designed by the LINET design team with Divan Design Studio, the 
Essenza 300 LT hospital bed enhances patient care and caregiver 
efficiency through innovative features. It incorporates technology for 
safer patient exits, injury prevention and improved caregiver 
ergonomics, facilitating easy transportation. The jury highlighted its 
functionality and human-centred design. 

THE NEXT GENERATION DESIGN AWARD: CHIARA MIGNANI  
 
Chiara Mignani, 27, is an emerging talent in yacht design, recognised for 
her designs of eco-friendly and high-performance yachts. She holds a 
master’s degree in naval and nautical design and has worked for well-
known yacht design studios. 
 

Her portfolio includes distinctive designs like the Nero 777 Evolution and Voltara 645. These 
lightweight, high-performance models use electric drive systems and carbon fibre construction 
for enhanced durability and efficient manoeuvring as well as onboard comfort and space. 
 
THE LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD: DIETER RAMS  
 

Born in 1932 in Wiesbaden, Germany, Dieter Rams has had a profound 
impact in the field of product design. During his 40-plus year career at 
Braun, Rams and his team designed many iconic products.  The SK4 
radio-phono combination, the T2 cylindric lighter and the T1000 world-
band receiver were ahead of their time with minimalistic, functional 
design that revolutionised household appliances. In 1959, Rams began 

collaborating with Vitsœ, which led to his 606 Universal Shelving System as well as the 620 
chair collection, among other famous designs that are permanently featured in New York’s 
MoMA. 
 
Through his work, Rams advocated “for a design ethos that respects our finite resources, 
urging designers and the public alike to consider the long-term impacts of consumerism”. In 
the late 1970s, he formulated his ‘Ten Principles for Good Design’, including his famous maxim 
‘less, but better’. Since 1994, the Dieter and Ingeborg Rams Foundation has been supporting 
responsible product design and addressing the future demands of industrial design. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/euipo
https://www.linkedin.com/company/euipo
https://www.facebook.com/EUIPO.eu
https://www.instagram.com/euipo/
https://twitter.com/EU_IPO
https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/designs/designeuropa-awards/awards-2024/dea-finalist-entrepreneurs-and-small-companies-2024-transparent
https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/designs/designeuropa-awards/awards-2024/dea-finalist-industry-2024-LINET
https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/designs/designeuropa-awards/awards-2024/Dieter-Rams
https://www.moma.org/artists/8451
https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/designs/designeuropa-awards/awards-2024/dea-finalist-entrepreneurs-and-small-companies-2024-transparent
https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/designs/designeuropa-awards/awards-2024/dea-finalist-industry-2024-LINET
https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/designs/designeuropa-awards/awards-2024/Dieter-Rams


 

 

THE EUROPEAN DESIGN INDUSTRY  
 
Over the past two decades, the protection of designs has been a game-changer for 
businesses. Design-intensive industries create 26.8 million direct jobs in the EU and 
contribute 16% of the EU’s total GDP.  
 
Managed by the EUIPO, the registered Community design is an intellectual property right that 
grants exclusive protection to the appearance of a product in all EU Member States. The 
EUIPO currently registers over 100 000 designs a year and has received over 1.8 million 
designs in total. Germany is the leading country protecting designs at EU level, with more 
than 363 000 designs, followed by Italy (216 000). Some examples of famous registered 
designs are the Bialetti Moka pot, the Lego brick and the Porsche Turbo. 
 
ABOUT THE DESIGNEUROPA AWARDS  
 
The DesignEuropa Awards have become a firm fixture on the international industrial design 
calendar. Previous editions of the Awards have taken place in Berlin (Germany), Eindhoven 
(the Netherlands), Warsaw (Poland) and Milan (Italy). 
 
The Awards acknowledge outstanding designs that are protected as registered Community 
designs, as well as influential figures in the field. There are four award categories: 
Entrepreneurs and Small Companies, Industry, Next Generation Design and Lifetime 
Achievement.  
 
The DesignEuropa Awards jury, composed of well-respected professionals from the fields of 
design, academia, business and intellectual property, chose the two winning designs from a 
list of 6 finalists announced in May. 
 
The Lifetime Achievement Award has also been presented to Maria Benktzon, the pioneer 
behind the drip-free coffee pot and other accessible designs, André Ricard, designer of the 
Olympic torch of Barcelona 1992, Hartmut Esslinger, who created many designs that 
characterised the Apple brand, and Giorgetto Giugiaro, known for his iconic car designs.  
 
Interested in applying for the DesignEuropa Awards 2025? Pre-register here 
 
ABOUT THE EUIPO  
 
The EU Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) is one of the largest decentralised agencies of 
the European Union, based in Alicante, Spain. In 2024, it was ranked the most innovative IP 
office in the world for the fifth time. Celebrating its 30th anniversary in 2024, the EUIPO 
manages the registration of EU trade marks since 1994 and designs since 2003, both of which 
provide intellectual property protection in all Member States. In 2023, the EUIPO was 
entrusted with the responsibility of managing another IP right: craft and industrial geographical 
indications. The EUIPO also carries out cooperation activities at EU and international level to 
create a level playing field in the world of IP and hosts the European Observatory on 
Infringements of Intellectual Property Rights. 
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