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It’s free, online and easy to use – and now, it’s bigger than ever

TMview goes global
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Lead story 

TMview began life in 2010 as a tool concentrated on 
the EU. The original idea was to incorporate trade marks 
from around the EU network into its database, allowing 
for easy search among the participating EU national 
offices and OHIM. 2013 saw the final EU office – Greece 
– enter the TMview family, but even before that high 
water point, the tool had already been extending itself 
throughout the largest trade mark offices of the world.

TMview was launched with trademarks from Benelux, 
the Czech Republic, Denmark, the United Kingdom, 
Italy, Portugal, the OHIM and the WIPO – around 
four million trade marks in total, available in 22 EU 
languages. 

By August 2010, the total number of searchable trade 
marks was around five million. Spain had joined, bring-
ing the total number of IP offices covered to nine – 
and already the tool was proving its popularity with 
users. During the first few months of its existence, it 
had already had tens of thousands of searches in its 
database, with users from Denmark, Italy and Spain 
among the most frequent visitors. 

Building the world’s biggest free 
trade mark database

The tool grew incrementally over the 
next few years, adding EU national IP 
offices and growing in volume as it did 
so. But in July 2013, TMview made its first 
big leap beyond the EU, with the incor-
poration of trade marks from the Norwe-
gian and Mexican offices. Norway and 
Mexico formed part of a 1.1 million 
increase, along with Cyprus and the 
EU’s newest member, Croatia.

The Mexican integration marked 
TMview´s first steps into Latin America. 
It was, remarks Miguel Angel Margáin, 
the Director General of the Mexican 
Intellectual Property Office, a move 
that had clear advantages for Mexican 
users: “TMview brings many advantages 
to those who use the Mexican intellec-
tual Property system. It allows users to 



access a free database which is both 
reliable and efficient, and which brings 
together trade mark information from 
different IP offices around the world”.  

Mr Margáin stresses TMviews’s useful-
ness as a business analysis tool.  “Users 
can search for trade marks which are 
being examined, or look at trade marks 
that are registered at international 
level, which helps them to analyse and 
monitor applications in IP offices which 
form part of TMview”. And TMview´s 
constant accessibility is key for Mexican 
users: “The tool is available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, in 27 languages; it 
provides easy access to Mexican users, 
reducing the research time needed 
before applying for a trade mark, and 
allowing users the possibility of tracking 
the status of applications or registrations 
in the other countries which form part of 
TMview”.

The Mexican office was a genuine 
pioneer in terms of its integration into 
TMview – becoming the first office on 
the American continent to join the tool. 
Mr Margáin says it has benefits internally 
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as well as externally for his Office and staff. “Integration 
within this system is of great importance, as it offers the 
users of the Industrial Property System in Mexico tools 
that support their industrial property portfolio manage-
ment. It also supports the work of trade mark examiners, 
in that it provides relevant information on trademarks in 
an international context, like in the case of priority and 
classification information. And at the same time it offers 
a global view of trade marks being examined”.    

Integration into TMview is a collaborative effort, done 
between the integrating office and OHIM’s techni-
cal and international cooperation teams. The entire 
process, Mr Margáin says, was a seamless one: “The 
work, which was coordinated with OHIM, was an enjoy-
able experience, underpinned by a sensible and clear 
work plan. The implementation was carried out in a 
collaborative way, involving personnel from the core 
trade mark business and IT support from both offices. 
Communication was carried out via video conference 
and email; each work session was brief and concise, 
allowing IMPI to be integrated quickly into TMview in the 
time frame laid out. It’s important to mention that both 
IMPI´s existing IT infrastructure and the Mexican trade 
mark environment allowed for our integration in line 
with OHIM´s standards. It´s an institutional achievement 
which reinforces our own efforts in IMPI, to continue with 
the process of modernising and improving the services 
we offer”. 

“It́ s an institutional 
achievement which 
reinforces our own efforts in 
IMPI, to continue with the 
process of modernising and 
improving the services we 
offer”

Mr. Miguel Ángel Margáin
 Director General, IMPI 

(Mexican Institute of Intellectual Property)

“ “
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And that was just the start. After intense work and 
cooperation with the Turkish Patent Office, OHIM teams 
were able to integrate 1 million Turkish trademarks into 
the tool at the start of September 2013. After Turkey 
came Morocco and the last member of the EU club, 
Greece. At this point, the tool had over 13 million trade 
marks. 

At the end of December 2013, TMview had its single 
biggest wave of integrations. The inclusion of the 
Russian national IP office Rospatent and the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office brought in 400,000 
Russian marks and 6.8 million US marks, boosting 
TMview’s total to more than 20 million marks. At the start 
of 2014, Korea became the latest office to join, with 2.7 
million Korean trade marks. 

This was a major milestone for the team involved in the 
project, as the Korean implementation was a large and 
complicated project, with Korean characters having 
to be accounted for in the integration. But it has had 
concrete results. “It is of great help to Korean compa-
nies seeking trademark applications overseas”, says 
Kyeong Ho Kang, the Director of Trade Mark Examina-
tion Policy Division at the Korean Intellectual Property 
Office. “They can reduce the cost of searching and 
increase their chances of success in obtaining trade-
mark registration”. 

Mr Hang says that TMview helps examiners within KIPO 
as well as users outside it. “KIPO has rejected trade-
mark applications which imitated well-known trade-
mark in Korea and overseas. TMview will serve as one of 
effective tools for KIPO’s examiners to find out whether 
trademarks filed in Korea are similar and/or identical to 
ones already filed for application/registration in other 
nations (of course, this does not necessarily mean that 
KIPO rejects trademarks just because they were filed 
in other countries).  Furthermore, KIPO examiners can 
refer to other offices’ examination results in determin-
ing the registrability of applied marks in Korea, which 
are identical and/or similar to marks filed in other offices. 
So TMview will definitely increase KIPO’s examination 
quality”. 

Morocco too marked a new challenge 
for TMview. Morocco is currently the 
only country in Africa, and the only in 
the Arab world, to take part in TMview. 
Dounia Bouardi, Director of Cluster 
Development and Client Relations 
at OMPIC, the Moroccan intellec-
tual property office, sees TMview, and 
the enhanced cooperation between 
OMPIC and OHIM as important assets 
for users: “It´s the ambition of the two 
heads of our two offices to put in place 
concrete actions, in order to be able to 
offer more to our clients”. TMview, for Ms 
Elouardi is “very important for protection 
– it gives a global view”. Notably, work 
is continuing in OHIM to apply Arabic 
characters to TMview – at the moment, 
Moroccan data is integrated in French. 
Ms Elouardi agrees that the linguistic 
dimension is very important for them: 
“It´s important to be able to integrate 
many languages, and we are very 
happy to work together on this”. 

A business intelligence tool with a 
global perspective

TMview functions as a source of business 
intelligence as well as a pre-clearance 
tool, allowing users to see what is on the 
market, and giving valuable information 
about trade marks in different econo-
mies and regions.  It is updated daily 
by participating trademark offices, and 
allows users to check the availability of 
their ideas for a trade mark name, find 
out the goods and services protected 
by other trade marks and to receive 
updates on selected trade marks for 
change of status, change of name and 
end of opposition period.

“TMview will definitely increase 
KIPO’s examination quality”

Mr, Kyeong Ho Kang, 
Director of Trade Mark Examination Policy, 
KIPO (Korean Intellectual Property Office)

“
“It́ s the ambition of the two 
heads of our two offices 
to put in place concrete 
actions, in order to be able 
to offer more to our clients”

Dounia Elouardi, 
Director of Cluster Development and 

Client Relations, OMPIC
 (Moroccan Intellectual Property Office)

“ “
“



4

Lead story 

A fully multilingual 
platform

Export trade mark 
information

TMview offers multiple advanced search 
options and an alert system to track 
specific events related to the trade 
marks selected by registered users.

The tool includes a highly configurable 
user interface with tabs that allows the 
user to open several trade mark searches 
simultaneously

Users have a choice of three different 
formats (PDF, XLS and XML) with which to 
download their search results.

All relevant legal data of every trade 
mark contained in the platform is avail-
able and searchable in 23 EU languages 
plus Korean, Norwegian, Russian and 
Turkish.

Advanced Search 
Options

Smart 
Navigation

at a glance

Find out more at: www.tmdn.org

Free35Offices 
worldwide

27languages

24/7
online availability

23million
trade marks

Over



Estonia takes on e-Services
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Interview

There is very little that can´t be done online in Estonia. 
The Baltic country is well known both for the scale of its 
ambition and its staggering success in taking e-govern-
ment into practically every corner of economic 
and civic life. You can vote online, file tax returns 
online, set up a business online – and as the Estonian 
government´s own website points out, the expression 
“going to the bank” has all but disappeared from the 
Estonian language!

The same e-government ethos permeates the Estonian 
Patent Office, which has had e-filing since 2006, and 
which recently went live with the e-Services package, 
developed by the Cooperation Fund. Estonian teams 
worked alongside their OHIM counterparts – and 
experts from the Finnish IP Office – in order to integrate 
e-Services into the Estonian system.

But the road to e-Services started several years ago, as 
the Estonian Patent Office´s Deputy Director General, 
Margus Viher, explains: “When we started, it was not 
called e-services or e-filing at all. It was our first work 
cooperation with OHIM – I think in spring 2011 – when 

we had a visit from Simon White and 
Raymond Klaassen of OHIM. Then, in the 
framework of the Software Package, 
we started to map Estonian trade mark 
and design processes”. 

Margus points out that this work was 
taking place against the background 
of the developing e-government 
landscape in Estonia. “Estonia has its 
own ID card for its citizens as well as 
electronic signatures – and we also 
had an official policy which stated that 
if the state collects information from 
its citizens, like addresses or birth regis-
tration details, it should be done only 
once, and the state should reuse this 
information and not have to ask for it 
again.  It was against this background 
that we had to develop our services. 
We already had the framework for 
our services, in that we had all the 
addresses and all the names, and we 

Tallin, Estonia

The e-Services package supports the strong Estonian e-government 
commitment to benefit IP users, says Margus Viher of the Estonian Patent Office.



The Estonian Patent Office

 ■ Established on 23 May 1919.
 ■ Discontinued operations in 1940
 ■ Re-established on 3 December 1991
 ■ Estonia joined the Paris Convention on 12 

February, 1924 - Re-acceded on 24 August, 1994
 ■ Registered national trade marks as of January 

2014: 28.989
 ■ Director General: Matti Päts
 ■ Deputy Director General: Toomas Lumi
 ■ Deputy Director General: Margus Viher

www.epa.ee

Interview

The Estonian Patent Office, Tallin

paper form – you can do everything all at once”.

Margus and his team got great support from elsewhere 
in the Estonian government as they forged ahead with 
e-Services. “I have to say that at governmental level, 
for example from our ministry, we get all the support 
and understanding to go on with such type of projects. 
Generally these types of services are very well received 
by general users and by our upper management”, he 
says. 

So it´s full steam ahead for Estonia and e-Services. It 
may be early days in terms of implementation of the 
project at the moment, but with the country´s drive for 
e-government, this surely won´t be the last stop in terms 
of technological development for the teams in the 
Estonian Patent Office. 

only had to connect this new software 
package. It was one part of the main 
work with the new system.  As for 
e-payment, everyone in Estonia was 
very used already to internet banking.“

Setting the ETMDN in motion

The European Trade Mark and Design 
Network, which promotes collabora-
tive working and cooperation between 
offices, really came into its own during 
the Estonian project. “We had the 
help of our Finnish colleagues”, Margus 
recalls, “and the Finnish office agreed 
to lend us Markku Satulehto for a week 
– it was great that he could come 
here. Since the reestablishment of the 
Estonian office in 1992, the Finnish office 
has always been a very good partner. 
I have to mention that before the 
e-services workshop, which started our 
implementation process, we already 
had local trademark e-filing in our 
servers, but we got the Finnish version 
of e-filing from OHIM. OHIM wanted our 
Finnish colleagues to be here during this 
workshop and it was our wish to have 
them here too, and they gave us great 
help”.

E-services automates many parts of 
the back office process – trademark 
renewals, oppositions, recordals – and 
looks set to be a huge improvement for 
users. “It is still at the very beginning”, 
Margus says, “but ideally it will shorten 
the period where you can send off 
your application for renewal or change 
your address or name. Ideally it will give 
users the possibility to do their business 
quicker, and not have to send in a 

From left to right: Deputy Director General Margus 
Viher, Alexander Maksimenkov, Deployed Project 
Manager (Estonia) and the best employee of the 

Estonian Patent Office in 2013 Ülle Tamm
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The latest Communication centres on the common practice of 
acceptability of classification terms

IP Offices release 3rd 
Common Communication

7

Network Initiatives

In response to the IP Translator case of June 2012, 
OHIM and the partner offices of the European Trade 
Mark and Design Network have published their third 
Common Communication, which was issued via all the 
respective Office websites on 20 February 2014.

The first Common Communication was published in 
May 2013, and showed how each Trade Mark Office 
interprets the scope of protection of their national 
marks, and of Community Trade Marks, containing all 
general indications of one or more classes, filed before 
and after the judgement. This addressed the third 
answer to the referred questions in the IP Translator 
judgement. 

The second Common Communication, published 
on 20 November, centred on the second answer – 
bringing a harmonised approach in the EU on which 
general indications are deemed clear and precise 
enough and which ones are not.

And the third Common Communica-
tion, published on 20 February, centres 
on a common practice of acceptabil-
ity of any classification term.

The Third Common Communication 
contains a set of three guidelines that 
will help to identify when any classifica-
tion term is sufficiently clear and precise:

I. Explanation when a description of 
goods and services is sufficiently 
clear and precise

II. Examples of factors that can add 
sufficient clarity and precision 

III. Specification of terms in a number 
of classes
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Guidelines

I. A description of goods and services is sufficiently clear and precise when its scope of protection can be 
understood from its natural and usual meaning.

II. If this scope of protection cannot be understood, sufficient clarity and precision may be achieved by identify-
ing factors such as characteristics, purpose and / or identifiable market sector*. Elements that could help to 
identify the market sector may be, but are not limited to, the following: 

Consumers and/or sales channels 
Skills and know-how to be used/produced 
Technical capabilities to be used/produced.

III. A term may be part of the description of goods and services in a number of classes; it may be clear and 
precise in a particular class without further specification. For example Furniture (cl 20), Clothing (cl 25).

If protection is sought for a specialised category of goods and services or a specialised market sector belonging 
to a different class, further specification of the term may be necessary. For example Furniture especially made 
for medical purposes (cl 10), Furniture especially made for laboratories (cl 9), Protective clothing (cl 9), Clothing 
especially for operating rooms (cl 10), Clothing for pets (cl 18). 

Tools such as TMclass are available to determine whether the particular category of goods and services needs this 
further specification or not.

*market sector describes a set of businesses that are buying and selling such similar goods and services that they 
are in direct competition with each other.

(For examples, see box below)

Examples

Not clear and precise term Proposals / possible solutions: (exam-
ples from harmonised database)

Goods of common metal not included in other classes (cl 6) Construction elements of metal (cl 6)
Building materials of metal (cl 6)

Machines (cl 7) Agricultural machines (cl 7)
Machines for processing plastics (cl 7)
Milking machines (cl 7)

Goods in precious metals or coated therewith (cl 14) Works of art of precious metal (cl 14)

Goods made from paper and cardboard (cl 16) Filtering materials of paper (cl 16)

Goods made from rubber, gutta-percha, gum, asbestos and mica (cl 17) Rings of rubber (cl 17)

Goods made of these materials [leather and imitations of leather] (cl 18) Briefcases [leather goods] (cl 18)

Goods (not included in other classes) of wood, cork, reed, cane, wicker, 
horn, bone, ivory, whalebone, shell, amber, mother-of-pearl, meer-
schaum and substitutes for all these materials, or of plastics (cl 20) 

Door fittings, made of plastics (cl 20)
Figurines of wood (cl 20)

Repair (cl 37) Shoe repair (cl 37)

More information: 
 ■ Case C-307/10 “IP Translator” Ruling: http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=124102&pageInd

ex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=6440
 ■ All updated Common Communications on IP Translator are available at the Law & Practice section of OHIM’s website 

(oami.europa.eu) as well as at the EU national and regional IP Offices’ websites.
 ■  TMclass (classification tool), available at www.tmdn.org 



Enforcement Database
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Tool Focus 

Standing at the intersection of business and enforce-
ment, the Enforcement Database (EDB) brings compa-
nies, customs, police and other enforcement authorities 
closer together in the fight against counterfeited goods.

Developed by OHIM´s Cooperation Fund for the EU 
Observatory on Infringements of Intellectual Property 
Rights, a department within OHIM, the EDB allows rights 
holders to upload information about their products that 
they think might be useful to enforcers via a safe and 
secure platform. 

More than fifty companies are currently using the tool. 
They can choose how much, or how little, information 
they share, and can add the type of information that 
they think is most useful – this could be anything from 
logistical information to product details to contact 
points for enforcement issues within their own firms.

Enforcement officials can then access that information 
via their desktops. As and from April 2014, the EDB will 
be linked with the EU customs CCN/CSI network, which 

means that the tool will be accessible 
by customs officers in every EU Member 
State via one single click, without the 
need to use a different login procedure. 

A feasibility study is also underway to 
explore the possibility of linking the tool 
to the Europol Platform for Experts. This is 
a secure environment for law enforce-
ments specialists, where they can 
share knowledge, best practices and 
non-personal data on IP crime. Work 
is also underway to link the EDB to the 
World Customs Organisation´s Interface 
Public Members (IPM) system. 

Bringing enforcement and rights holders together – the EDB

““The Enforcement 
Database has clear 
advantages for rights 
holders
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customs and police to protect their products against 
counterfeiting and piracy, by recording relevant infor-
mation about the products into the tool. Rights holders 
can upload information into the EDB in the EU language 
of their choice. This will then automatically be translated 
into the language of the enforcement authorities who 
access the system. 

Moreover, the tool also automatically generates a 
pre-filled “application for action” (AFA) customs action 
form, which makes it easier for firms to assert their rights 
at EU borders. Owners also have the reassurance of 
knowing that their information is safe and secure, as 
the Enforcement Database has been developed 
according to the most stringent safety standards, and 
independent security audits will be carried out on a 
regular basis.

The Enforcement Database was 
created and developed in very close 
collaboration with IP owners, EU national 
and regional IP offices and the Customs 
and Taxation Union Directorate General 
(DG TAXUD) in the European Commis-
sion. In fact, representatives from 
owners, IP offices and DG TAXUD sat on 
the working group which gave expert 
advice and feedback on the Enforce-
ment Database´s development.   

The Enforcement Database has clear 
advantages for rights holders. With 
relatively little effort, they can help 

More info at tmdn.org

““Owners have the 
reassurance of knowing 
that their information is 
safe and secure



Steering the Enforcement 
Database
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The User perspective

So what has the reaction been to the Enforcement 
Database from users? The EDB has been piloted by a 
number of firms over the past year, all of whom have 
been adding their data and information to the tool. 
One of the pioneer firms has been Hewlett Packard – 
with their Global Customs Engagement Manager Trine 
Dancygier even sitting on the tooĺ s steering group.

Trine brings her current experience in Hewlett Packard 
to the EDB table, plus her previous experience working 
for Danish customs. A trained lawyer, she joined Hewlett 
Packard in January 2013, and spent eight years as 
head of the Danish national taskforce on counterfeiting. 

As part of her new role in Hewlett Packard’s global 
anti-counterfeiting team, she began working with the 
OHIM team responsible for the EDB last autumn, when 
the first pilot was introduced. “We were one of the first”, 
she says. “We worked with the OHIM team to upload 
all relevant information like packaging details, contact 
details – anything that would help law enforcement”. 
She´s quick to point out that from a Hewlett Packard 

perspective, involvement with the EDB 
is in line with their global strategy on 
enforcement. In fact, she was invited 
to join the tool´s steering group, in order 
to, as she puts it “provide feedback and 
input to the project team as to how the 
database is working”.

From customs to industry – a user view on the EDB

““All the product 
information that can be 
uploaded is connected to 
a register of rights, which 
gives law enforcement 
confidence 

Trine Dancygier, 
Global Customs Engagement 

Manager, Hewlett Packard

Trine Dancygier
Global Customs Engagement 
Manager, Hewlett Packard
www.hp.com



clear ideas. “The tool could be very helpful to us in the 
protection of our business and customers when we fight 
counterfeiting and piracy. Customs and police across 
the EU will join the EDB, and it is a really strong tool for 
both sides – for law enforcement and industry”.  

Trine points out, though, that the fight against counter-
feiting and piracy is increasingly borderless, saying that 
she hopes that collaboration with bodies like DG TAXUD 
in the European Commission and the World Customs 
Organisation will lead to rights holders eventually being 
able to upload information in one single database, so 
all systems would interface with each other – helping 
rights holders and law enforcement at the same time.

Trine´s background in customs has 
clearly given her a unique insight into 
the tool – from both sides of the fence. 
“All the product information that can 
be uploaded is connected to a regis-
ter of rights”, she says, “which gives law 
enforcement confidence. Also, one of 
the advantages is that when this system 
will be up and running, it will also cover 
the police. We had a good procedure 
in place for customs, but up until now 
there has not been a lot of involvement 
on the police side. I think the police side 
is not fully aware of what IP rights are, 
and this is a very good tool to jumpstart 
police involvement”. 

The collaboration with OHIM has clearly 
been a fruitful one, as Trine explains. “I 
have enjoyed working with OHIM and 
the project team. They´re a very profes-
sional and dedicated team of people; 
they know what they´re talking about 
and they listen to the input that we 
bring from the industry side. They really 
know how to address our concerns and 
work with us, and change and develop 
the database so it can get in line with 
the concerns and the questions we 
have”.

Trine also underlines that one important 
aspect of the EDB is the support that 
firms get from OHIM in the early stages 
of interacting with the database, when 
the project team works side by side with 
companies to help with the transition 
process.

So how would she like to see the EDB 
develop? Unsurprisingly, given her role 
at the heart of the project, she has 
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““The tool could be very 
helpful to us in the 
protection of our business 
and customers when we 
fight counterfeiting and 
piracy

EDB at a glance
Linking business and enforcement
Companies can introduce data to let enforcement 
authorities to recognise counterfeit goods via a secure tool

Information control
EDB gives businesses full control over how much infor-
mation they want to share and with whom.

Streamlining Applications for Action (AFAs)
The tool can automatically generate prefilled AFAs for 
customs to act.

How to register
Companies with a registered trade mark within the EU may 
apply by sending an e-mail to:
observatory.edb@oami.europa.eu



The Convergence Central Team coordinates convergence at an EU level

At the heart of convergence 
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Convergence Projects

The seven different projects that make up OHIM´s 
Convergence Programme are all devoted to harmo-
nisation of practices across the European Trade Mark 
and Design Network. 

A great deal of work has gone in to developing each 
project, by EU national and regional offices, WIPO 
and user associations. So in order to consolidate the 
momentum of each project and to continually support 
and update the work involved, a Convergence Central 
Team has been set up, based in OHIM, but with links all 
across the European Trade Mark and Design Network.

The team is made up of OHIM staff and seconded 
national experts from EU trade mark and design offices, 
who work side by side in OHIM´s headquarters in 
Alicante. 

There are SNEs from the Czech Republic, France, 
Greece, the Slovak Republic, Spain, Sweden, and 
the UK. Their work is fundamental to the goals of the 
Convergence Programme, as Ana Urrecha, SNE from 
the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office explains: 

“The Convergence Central Team will 
coordinate the implementation and 
assuring the continuity of the common 
practices, as well as further expand 
the ETMDN network by establishing a 
continuous multi-directional communi-
cation and information flow between 
all the partners.  In first instance we 
will coordinate the implementation 
namely by creating training material 
on the common practices, such as print 
material, online tutorials, webinars and 
videos and also by training the train-
ers, i.e. training one representative from 
each European IP office who will in turn 
train their colleagues at their office and 
providing clarification and support”. 

Moreover, the Expert Knowledge 
Network will be established to provide 
a platform to discuss the maintenance 
of common practices and other issues 
related to European IP office practices. 



languages, different backgrounds, and different types 
of knowledge”. Each team member works to a portfolio 
of countries, as well as dealing with their own particular 
tasks. Chloe, for example, deals with her own office in 
Greece and the Cypriot office on a linguistic basis, as 
well as dealing with the Baltic offices, while Ana takes 
on Spain, Italy and Portugal. This enables even closer 
communication with the offices in the ETMDN, and user 
associations as well, because, as Ana points out “user 
associations are an important part of this network. They 
really know how the practices are implemented, how 
they are used, and how they improve life for users. So 
we need their feedback and we need them involved in 
all of this”.

The Central Team comes into its own when dealing 
with issues that need a great deal of coordination, 
like, for example, the issuing of Common Communi-
cations. One has already been issued so far in 2014, 
with another two planned. Then the team provides 
status updates at the Trade Marks Liaison meetings, 
the Design Liaison meeting and OHIM´s Administra-
tive Board meetings. And once the projects are imple-
mented, the Central Team will provide a benefit analy-
sis of the new practices to users.

The idea is that the team members will rotate, with 
seconded national experts due to stay for two year 
periods, and being replaced by new experts when they 
return to their own home offices. Chloe firmly believes 
that the work that she and her colleagues do here will 
have positive spin-off effects for their home offices too. 
“The ultimate goal is to build the European network, 
and I think the involvement of people from national 
offices brings in the expertise from the national offices to 
OHIM, but also from OHIM to the national offices”. 

14

Convergence Projects

This network will be composed of 
designated experts from European IP 
Offices, one coordinator at each office, 
and Central Team Members. “It will 
maintain the common practice once 
the convergence project is finished, as 
an example in the area of classification 
this is done through a monthly harmo-
nised workflow that allows all partners of 
the Network to propose to include new 
terms or delete obsolete terms from the 
harmonised database”, Ana explains. 

“We also coordinate a free flowing 
multi-directional channel of communi-
cation between all network partners. 
This is done through a number of 
activities, for example by producing 
a periodic journal on convergence, 
to create surveys & benchmarks, to 
receive ideas for new convergence 
projects, and regular update calls” 
adds Chloe Tachtatzis, Central Team 
member from the Greek office. “User 
Associations can provide the Central 
Team with vital feedback in respect to 
how they perceive the convergence 
efforts”. 

Convergence at EU level is, by its 
very nature, multi-lingual – and in the 
complex terrain that the Convergence 
Programme inhabits, language and 
translations are vitally important. “It´s 
not only verifying a text, it´s also really 
understanding what is behind the text”, 
Chloe says, and Ana agrees. “I think 
that it´s very important to transmit that 
we all work for the same goal. In terms 
of classification, we have a harmonised 
database of goods and services. We 
all work to maintain this, and to use this, 
and to improve it for both offices and 
users. And that´s the goal that my office 
has, and other offices in the network 
have – and that OHIM also has”. 

Communication and collaboration 
within the team is good, as Chloe 
underlines, “because everybody has 
their own experiences. We have to 
make sure everyone understands what 
the other person is saying – which is not 
always easy in the context of different 

““User Associations can provide the 
Central Team with vital feedback on 
how they  perceive convergence 
efforts

Chloe Tachtazis
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WIPO’s Coordination Committee 
Nominates Francis Gurry for Second 
Term as Director General

The Coordination Committee. of the World Intel-
lectual Property Organization (WIPO) nominated 
by consensus Mr. Francis Gurry for a second term as 
Director General of WIPO.

The WIPO General Assembly will meet in an extraordi-
nary session on May 8-9, 2014 to confirm the nomina-
tion. Mr. Gurry’s first term as Director General expires 
on September 30, 2014.

The process of electing a Director General and “The 
Procedures for the Nomination and Appointment of 
Directors General of WIPO,” adopted by the General 
Assembly of WIPO in September 1998.

The Coordination Committee, which comprises 83 
member states held one round of voting from a list 
which originally included four candidates .

Mr. Gurry is the fourth Director General of WIPO, 
following Dr. Kamil Idris of Sudan (1997-2008), Mr. 
Arpad Bogsch of the United States (1973-1997) and 
Mr. Georg Bodenhausen of the Netherlands (1970-
1973). The WIPO Director General serves a six-year 
term. 

New OHIM Guidelines entry into force

The first set of OHIM´s updated Guidelines entered 
into force on February 1, following their adoption by 
the President of the Office on December 4, 2013. 
They are available on OHIM´s website.

The revision is part of a process of 
replacing OHIM´s Manual of Trade 
Mark practice with a fully revised and 
updated set of Guidelines.

The process started in 2012, and is 
being led by OHIM´s Knowledge 
Circles – cross-departmental teams 
of experts who analyse case law, and 
consider feedback received from 
OHIM users and internal stakehold-
ers. Over 200 experts from inside and 
outside the Office were involved in 
the revision process.

The process has two work packages 
– the first work package produced 
the updated set of Guidelines which 
enters into force today after being 
adopted by the President after 
consultation with OHIM’s Administra-
tive Board.

The second work package is set to 
deliver results in mid-2014, with the 
result that by then, the Guidelines will 
be fully updated.

Launch of the Terminology 
Maintenance Console

The Terminology Maintenance 
Console (TMC) has been launched 
to allow EU national and regional IP 
offices to maintain the Harmonised 
Database of Goods and Services for 
trade mark classification.

The Harmonised Database, fully 
compliant with the Nice classifica-
tion system, is shared by IP Offices 
across Europe and it contains more 
than 60,000 terms in all EU languages. 
Although it is already the biggest 
database for trade mark classi-

NEWS
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EU Mediation Directive (2008/52/EC), which aims to 
promote mediation, especially in the context of civil 
and commercial disputes, has already been trans-
posed into national law in many member states.

This conference focuses on mediation as a practical 
tool in day to day IP work, and looks at how media-
tion is practiced at international, EU and at national 
level, with experts from WIPO, the EPO, OHIM, the 
UK IP Office and the Portuguese IP office, amongst 
others. The conference brings in input from key user 
associations such as ECTA and INTA, as well as experts 
from private practice, and offer real-world examples 
of mediation in action.

The conference features breakout sessions, which 
concentrate on issues ranging from mediation and 
new technology and role playing techniques, allow-
ing participants to fully engage with hands on media-
tion practices, and to learn about new ways of 
working.

The UK IPO joins Similarity

The UK Intellectual Property Office has joined the 
Similarity tool.

Similarity is a common database of comparisons 
of goods and services that allows users to assess 
whether given goods or services are considered 
similar or dissimilar – and to what degree – according 
to the practice of the participating IP offices. 

Similarity benefits users by bringing more transparency 
to the decision-taking process of EU national offices 
and OHIM. Similarity also improves the predictability 
of opposition decisions.

With this new integration, Similarity offers this informa-
tion from 11 European IP Offices in one single platform.

fication, it needs to continually 
expand to keep pace with the fast-
moving needs of the global market, 
especially innovative new businesses.
TMC allows the authorised experts 
to maintain the database using a 
collaborative and secure system, 
which promotes consensus and 
ensures maximum quality of the 
database updates.

TMC is an open and participa-
tive forum, which allows IP Offices 
to work together to maintain and, 
more importantly, to expand the 
Harmonised Database, reflecting the 
changes of the marketplace.

The Terminology Maintenance 
Console is a project developed 
under the framework of the Cooper-
ation Fund and Convergence 
Programmes, with the cooperation 
of WIPO, EU National and Regional IP 
Offices, user associations and OHIM.

OHIM IP Mediation 
Conference

OHIM will hold its first ever conference 
on IP Mediation on May 29-30. 

The conference will take place 
in OHIM´s home city of Alicante, 
Spain, and will bring together a wide 
spectrum of stakeholders and will be 
led by top names in the mediation 
world. A full conference programme 
is available at: oami.europa.eu/
ohimportal/en/ip-mediation-confer-
ence.

Mediation is a fast-growing discipline 
within IP, and for some years now, has 
been developing into a significant 
instrument of dispute settlement. The 

Similarity
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Technical Cooperation Liaison Meeting 
at OHIM

The ninth Technical Cooperation Liaison Meeting took 
place at OHIM from February 20-21.

Representatives of EU national and regional IP offices 
attended, with IP office representatives from non-EU 
countries, the EPO, WIPO and user associations acting 
as observers.

Delegates discussed a variety of topics of mutual inter-
est, including developments in the Cooperation Fund, 
the Convergence Programme and OHIM´s Interna-
tional Cooperation programme. 

Final report of the Expert Group on 
Intellectual Property Valuation

A report on IP valuation, carried out by a panel of EU 
IP experts appointed by the European Commission, 
has proposed four main policy actions.

The panel’s tasks included reviewing the valuation 
methods for IP and their use, identifying bottlenecks in 
these methods for the purpose of a company’s finan-
cial reporting, access to finance and litigation, identi-
fying good practices and recommending policy 
actions.

According to the report, “the Expert Group has 
demonstrated that it is not the lack of valuation 
methods per se, or even standards for valuing IP that 
are missing, but rather other barriers that are having 
a greater influence on business and lenders.” As a 
consequence, the Expert Group proposes four main 
policy actions to reduce the identified barriers:

• Establishing a data source 
containing information for use 
by valuation professionals, as 
a way to enhance credibil-
ity of valuations by improving 
data and available informa-
tion on IP transactions,

• Creating an organization to 
oversee IP valuation practice 
as a way to increase confi-
dence in the quality of valua-
tions being performed and to 
ensure that valuations are in 
line with generally accepted 
principles and standards,

• Introducing a risk sharing 
scheme for banks to facilitate 
IP secured lending to innova-
tive companies, especially 
SMEs,

• Introducing an additional 
reporting section for intangi-
ble assets and IP that would 
increase the transparency 
of IP value within company 
accounts, providing important 
information to lenders, inves-
tors and stakeholders.

To read the full report, 
(ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/pdf/
Expert_Group_Report_on_Intellectual_Property_
Valuation_IP_web_2.pdf).

France and Malta join 
DesignView

The National Institute of Industrial 
Property of France (INPI) has been 
integrated into the DesignView 
database.

Approximately 700,000 French 
designs, dating from 1910 to the 
present day, are now available in 
DesignView.

Final Report from 
the Expert Group on 

Intellectual Property 
Valuation

Research and 
Innovation
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205 different countries, with users from Spain, 
Germany and Italy among the most frequent visitors.

Find out more about TMview and other IP tools. 
(www.tmdn.org)

The Trademark Office of China joins 
TMclass

The Trademark Office of The State Administration For 
Industry & Commerce of the People’s Republic of 
China (SAIC) has joined TMclass.

This latest addition brings a total of 36 national and 
regional IP Offices, including OHIM, into the Classifica-
tion of Goods and Services tool.

TMclass now offers users the opportunity to search 
and translate terms to and from Chinese, in addition 
to any of the other 27 available languages.

More information is 
available at: 

www.tmdn.org

Meanwhile, the Maltese National 
IP Office, which forms part of the 
Maltese Commerce Department, 
has also been integrated into the 
DesignView database, adding 1,500 
Maltese designs, dating from 1923 to 
the present day.

The French and Maltese offices are 
the fourteenth and fifteenth offices 
respectively to become part of 
DesignView, joining Portugal, Benelux, 
Estonia, Spain, Greece-OBI, Bulgaria, 
Slovakia, Latvia, Slovenia, Sweden, 
Lithuania, Czech Republic, and OHIM.

After these latest integrations, the 
total number of designs in the tool 
stands at around 2 million.

The Republic of Korea joins 
TMview

On 12 February 2014, The Korean Intel-
lectual Property Office (KIPO) made 
its trade mark data available to the 
TMview search tool.

The integration of KIPO is a concrete 
result of the International Coopera-
tion programme managed by OHIM 
in collaboration with its international 
partners.
This latest extension brings the total 
number of offices participating in 
TMview to 35, and with the addition 
of more than 2,7 million Korean trade 
marks, TMview now provides infor-
mation and access to more than 23 
million trade marks in total.

Since the introduction of TMview 
on 13 April 2010, the tool has served 
more than 5 million searches from 
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IP Offices

International IP Enforcement Summit

The UKIPO and OHIM are hosting an international IP enforcement summit, in partnership 
with the European Commission, to be held in London on the 11th and 12th of June. The 
conference will feature senior keynote speakers from international enforcement organ-
isations and industry.

There will be an emphasis on IP in the digital world, plus panels on challenges and responses to 
counterfeiting. The conference aims to provide an effective forum for provide an effective forum 
for discussion and debate on crucial international IP enforcement matters; increase engage-
ment between national and international partners in combating counterfeiting and piracy; and 
support interaction and sharing of successful examples of international best practice strategies and 
techniques

Registration is now open through the conference´s special webpage. 
(www.internationalipenforcementsummit.org/Register.html)
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Form TM3 
Application to register a trade mark

Fee £200 [Includes one class of goods or services]
£50 [for each additional class]

Use this form 

Do not use this form save £30

††NOTE: The details indicated with †† are displayed on the IPO website shortly after receipt.  If the application is accepted, details are published 
on the internet in the Trade Marks Journal which is fully searchable by the public. 

1. †† Full name

Owner type

†† Address

Email address

Company registration number

Country of incorporation 

2. †† Representative name

†† Address

NOTE:  We will communicate with the 
representative, if this section has been 
completed.

Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office
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New President in the Bulgarian Patent Office 

New President in the Bulgarian Patent Office The Patent Office of the Republic of Bul-
garia has announced the appointment of Ms Tanya Naydenova as the new President 
of the Office. 

Ms. Naidenova, who took office on March 20, is a lawyer and member of the Sofia Bar Association 
since 1981, and IP representative since 1997. 

From 2003 to 2011 she was member of the Sofia Municipal Council and responsible for key regula-
tions related to the governance and socio-economic development of the city. 

BULGARY
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Seminar on protection of trade marks at national, EU and international 
level

The Latvian Patent office, in collaboration with WIPO and OHIM, is organising a 
seminar on Protection of Trade Marks news on national, European and international 
level for trade mark owners, representatives and other stakeholders to explain 
developments in the trade mark field, recent case law and the Latvian experience 
in intellectual property protection. 

Representatives from WIPO and OHIM as well as from Latvia are due to take part in the seminar, 
along with Latvian IP experts and users. The seminar will be held on April 3, and registration is open 
until March 27.

LATVIA

IP Offices
Europe’s
Around
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7th International Conference: Innovation and Creativity of Women - 
Design opportunities for SMEs and regions.

On 20-21 March, the Warsaw Stock Exchange hosted the 7th edition of the Inter-
national Conference Innovation and Creativity of Women. Design opportunities for 
SMEs and regions. 

The conference aimed to strengthen cooperation between designers, entrepreneurs and 
local government representatives in order to boost the design sector, and consequently boost 
innovation.

The event aimed to provide entrepreneurs and representatives of the creative sector with the 
platform for sharing experiences, identifying obstacles to their effective cooperation and proposing 
necessary actions in the field of finance, law and education which would contribute to increasing 
the use of industrial designs and implementation of innovative solutions in SMEs. 

Topics for discussion included design in regional policy; the application of design in enterprises and 
costs of its implementation; available sources of design financing; design protection strategies in 
the world; and design and the attractiveness of Polish economy in foreign markets. 

Panel discussions included design experts from Poland and abroad, entrepreneurs, representatives 
of public administration bodies, local government, higher education, business organizations and 
the creative sector.
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POLAND

IP Offices

Management improvement seminars for Intellectual Property Offices in 
Latin America

Management improvement seminars for National Intellectual Property Offices have 
been held for the fifth year running. These seminars are organised and promoted 
jointly by the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID)
and the Spanish Patent and Trade Marks Office, in collaboration with the World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and the Office for Harmonization in the 
Internal Market (OHIM).

This year’s event took place between 24 and 27 February 2014 at the AECID’s centre in Cartagena 
de Indias, Colombia, and was attended by representatives of all Industrial Property offices in Latin 
America.

Particular emphasis was placed on the importance of informing SMEs of the direct benefits of 
using IP strategically in the innovative chain, i.e. that SMEs should have a ‘combined and special 
treatment’ in IP matters, and on the importance of providing combined advisory services within 
the innovative chain relating to the financing, evaluation or internationalisation of their intangible 
activities.

SPAIN
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Conference on Training of United Patent Court judges

The Hungarian Intellectual Property Office and the European Patent Office 
welcomed delegates and media representatives to their conference on the train-
ing of United Patent Court judges, held in Budapest on March 13-14. Participants 
discussed how the centre will work, as well as the system of new European patent 
courts, and Hungary’s role in the system. 

Speakers at the event included Tibor Navracsics, Hungarian Deputy Prime Minister, Zoltán 
Cséfalvay, Hungarian Minister of State of the Ministry for National Economy, Benoît Battistelli, 
President of the EPO, António Campinos, President of the OHIM and Miklós Bendzsel, President of 
the Hungarian Intellectual Property Office.

HUNGARY

Conference on trade marks and anti-counterfeit measures 

The contribution of trade marks to economic growth, the impact of legal reform on 
EU trade mark system, the effective protection of trade marks and the role of anti-
counterfeiting measures are just some of the issues that are set to be discussed at this 
conference, to be held in Athens on June 18. 

The event is organised within the framework of the Greek Presidency of the EU and will be divided 
into three sessions: the legal reform of the EU trade mark system; protection of trade marks and anti-
counterfeiting measures; and the perspectives of trade mark users on the legal reform of the EU 
trade mark system. The conference is hosted by the Hellenic Ministry of Development and Compet-
itiveness, in cooperation with OHIM.
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New website for Estonian Patent Office 

The Estonian Patent Office has launched its new website at www.epa.ee/en.

The new website has a new look and feel, and is easier to navigate. Customers of 
the Office are reminded that the addresses of the database of the Estonian patent 
applications and patents, and the database of the European patens filed to be 
validated in Estonia have changed:

Database of the Estonian Patent Applications and Patents - www1.epa.ee/patent/default2eng.
asp

Database of the European Patents Validated in Estonia - www1.epa.ee/ep/default2eng.asp

The addresses of the other databases will remain the same. Users are asked to contact the Estonian 
Patent Office at info@epa.ee with any questions or suggestions. 

ESTONIA
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Calendar of Future IP Events

i OHIM ABBC
 Meeting

Alicante, Spain

20-22 May 2014

i Conference on TM 
and anti-counterfeit 
measures

Athens, Greece

18 June 2014

i 136th INTA 
Annual Meeting

Hong Kong, China

10-14 May 2014

i TM5 Mid-Term 
Meeting 
(host JPO)

Hong Kong, China

12 May 2014

i OHIM IP Mediation 
Conference

Alicante, Spain

29-30 May 2014

i IP Enforcement 
Summit

London, England

11-12 June 2014

Form TM3 
Application to register a trade mark

Fee £200 [Includes one class of goods or services]
£50 [for each additional class]

Use this form 

Do not use this form save £30

††NOTE: The details indicated with †† are displayed on the IPO website shortly after receipt.  If the application is accepted, details are published 
on the internet in the Trade Marks Journal which is fully searchable by the public. 

1. †† Full name

Owner type

†† Address

Email address

Company registration number

Country of incorporation 

2. †† Representative name

†† Address

NOTE:  We will communicate with the 
representative, if this section has been 
completed.

Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office

i ECTA Annual 
Conference

Alicante, Spain

17-21 June 2014



COOPERATION FUND 
PROJECT PORTIFOLIO

Projects AT BG BX CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GR GR 
OBI HR HU IE IT LT LV MT PL PT RO SE SI SK UK Number

Impl. Comments

TMview 26 Recent Integrations: Korea, Russia and USA (under the International 
Cooperation Programme and/or TM5 Cooperation)

TMclass 26 Recent Integrations: China, Mexico and Morocco (under the 
International Cooperation Programme and/or TM5 Cooperation)

SP TM e-filing 7

SP e-services 2 Recent integrations: EE, SK

SP DS e-filing 3 Recent integrations: BX, GR OBI

SP back office 1

Similarity 10 Recent integration: UK

Seniority 17

Search Image 3

Quality 20

Mgnt. System TMDN 0

Forecasting 0

Enforcement 
Database 22 Recent integrations: CY, FR

e-learning for SMEs 19 Recent integrations: DK, SE

DesignView 15 Recent integrations: FR, MT, RO

Common User 
Satisfaction Survey 24

Common Gateway 27

CESTO 11 Recent integration: GR

CCCT 6 Recent integration: GR

ACIST 19 Recent integration: FR

Current implem. by 
Office 5 15 7 10 10 4 8 13 11 6 8 12 8 3 8 10 7 8 12 15 9 13 12 10 13 14 7 258 Total Implementations  

*National & Regional IP Offices: implementations as of 4 April 2014
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www.tmdn.org

Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market
Avenida de Europa 4
E-03008 Alicante, Spain
Tel +34 965 139 100 Fax +34 965 131 344
information@oami.europa.eu
www.oami.europa.eu

Follow us on Twitter: @OAMITWEETS

Building a stronger IP network in Europe…
                     … for everyone


