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WHY ARE PATENTS IMPORTANT?

IMAGINE …
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You develop an offshore wind turbine  

with better stability …

but your competitor uses later 

the same solution – without permission

https://insight.rpxcorp.com/litigation_
documents/14309365

EP2657519B1 US9279413B2

Use patents and utility models to protect technical solutions

https://insight.rpxcorp.com/litigation_documents/14309365
https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search?q=pn%3DEP2657519B1
https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search?q=pn%3DUS9279413B2
https://link.epo.org/web/business/patent-insight-reports/en-offshore-wind-energy-2023.pdf
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WHY ARE EUTMS IMPORTANT?
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Use EUTMs and Community Registered Designs to protect your IP 
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WHY ARE EUTMS IMPORTANT?
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Use EUTMs and Community Registered Designs to protect your IP 
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WHAT IS A PATENT?

◼ Patents protect technical 

inventions

◼ They give owners the right 
to prevent third parties from 
making, using or exploiting 

an invention without 
authorisation

◼ They are valid for up

to 20 years

WHAT CAN BE PROTECTED AND WHAT NOT?
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PATENTABILITY REQUIREMENTS

◼ there must be an "invention", belonging to any 

field of technology

◼ the invention must be "susceptible of industrial application" 

◼ the invention must be "new"

◼ the invention must involve an "inventive step"

Exceptions:

◼ Matter contrary to "ordre public" or morality

◼ Surgery, therapy and diagnostic methods

WHAT CAN BE PROTECTED AND WHAT NOT?
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https://www.epo.org/en/legal/guidelines-epc/2023/g_i_1.html

https://www.epo.org/en/legal/guidelines-epc/2022/g_ii_4.html
https://www.epo.org/en/legal/guidelines-epc/2023/g_i_1.html
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WHAT CAN BE PROTECTED AND WHAT NOT?
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PATENT INFORMATION

New invention

Find existing 

technology

Build on it

Legal protection

Learn from it

Technological

innovation

Disclosure 

to the public

Patent

application

A FAIR SYSTEM DRIVING KNOWLEDGE 

TRANSFER & INNOVATION
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WHAT IS TRADEMARK?

WHAT CAN BE PROTECTED AND WHAT NOT?
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GOOD REASONS TO REGISTER A EUTM
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WHAT IS TRADEMARK?

WHAT CAN BE PROTECTED AND WHAT NOT?
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WHAT IS TRADEMARK?

WHAT CAN BE PROTECTED AND WHAT NOT?
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WHAT CAN BE PROTECTED AND WHAT NOT?
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WHAT CAN BE PROTECTED AND WHAT NOT?
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WHAT CAN BE PROTECTED AND WHAT NOT?
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WHAT CAN BE PROTECTED AND WHAT NOT?
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STRATEGY OF BIG PLAYERS
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STRATEGY OF BIG PLAYERS
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STRATEGY OF BIG PLAYERS
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STRATEGY OF BIG PLAYERS
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STRATEGY OF BIG PLAYERS
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STRATEGY OF BIG PLAYERS
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STRATEGY OF BIG PLAYERS
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Technical

information

Legal

information

Business

information

WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM PATENT DATABASES

SEVEN GOOD REASONS TO USE PATENT 

INFORMATION
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1. Avoid duplication of R&D expenditure

2. Find out what technology already exists 
and build on it

3. Check where an invention is protected 

(and where it is not)

4. Avoid infringing other people's patent 
rights

5. Keep track of what others are doing

6. Identify new partners, e.g. for licensing

7. Spot trends in technology or the market 
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WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM PATENT DATABASES
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PATENT INSIGHT REPORTS

Focus on future and emerging

technologies

Reports include

◼ search strategy to

retrieve relevant
information (based

on public data)

◼ key findings

◼ supplementary material

Build on the expertise of the EPO's subject-matter experts in the 
technical field

Methodology and results free to use

IP STATISTICS
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www.epo.org/insight-reports

http://www.epo.org/insight-reports
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PATENT INSIGHT REPORT: OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY

PATENT INSIGHT REPORT 

OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY
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https://link.epo.org/web/business/patent-insight-reports/en-offshore-wind-energy-2023.pdf
https://public.tableau.com/views/IRENA_EPO_OW_Patents_Insights/Dashboard?:language=en-US&:display_count=n&:showVizHome=no%20
https://public.tableau.com/views/IRENA_EPO_OW_Patents_Insights/Dashboard?:language=en-US&:display_count=n&:showVizHome=no%20
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PATENT INSIGHT REPORT: OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY

OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY

WORLDWIDE PATENT FAMILIES
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PATENT INSIGHT REPORT: OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY

APPLICANT COUNTRIES
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bold: International patent families

(non-bold): Including domestic filings 
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PATENT INSIGHT REPORT: OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY

APPLICANT SECTOR

INTERNATIONAL PATENT FAMILIES 
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Company Gov Non-profit Individual University
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PATENT INSIGHT REPORT: OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY

INTERNATIONAL PATENTING CO-OPERATION
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◼ France has the highest 

number of patent families with 

international co-operation

◼ The United States of America 

has the most diverse

co-operation picture, pairing 

with 24 countries on a total

of 81 patent families. 

◼ Germany cooperates with

15 countries on a total of

79 patent families. 

◼ China is marked by co-

applicant filings with mainly 

Denmark, Hong Kong (SAR), 

and Chinese Taipei
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PATENT INSIGHT REPORT: OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY

MATURITY MAP
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Number of applicants

Number of

international

patent families
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PATENT INSIGHT REPORT: OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY

COMBINING OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY

WITH AQUACULTURE
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MORE PATENT INSIGHT REPOTS

www.epo.org/insight-reports
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Please note: add header?

http://www.epo.org/insight-reports
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TRADEMARK STATISTICS
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GREEN EU TRADE MARKS – 2022 UPDATE - EUIPO - EUROPEAN UNION
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TRADEMARK STATISTICS
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GREEN EU TRADE MARKS – 2022 UPDATE - EUIPO - EUROPEAN UNION
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TRADEMARK STATISTICS
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GREEN EU TRADE MARKS – 2022 UPDATE - EUIPO - EUROPEAN UNION
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Patents are an efficient way to protect your technical inventions

Patentability criteria have to be met

We can learn from worldwide patent filings:

New technology trends, competitive landscape

Use Espacenet and other EPO tools to analyse patents:

https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents

HOW TO USE PATENTS IN GREEN TECH 

CONCLUSIONS

60

https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents
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EUTMs are a very good tool for protection of brands

EUTMs grant a potential protection forever

EUTMs are a tool for economic competitiveness 

EUTMs are exclusive rights and give a monopoly 

61

HOW TO USE TRADEMARKS IN GREEN TECH 

CONCLUSIONS
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QUIZ 1A: A NEW WAY OF HOLDING A STANDARD 

SCALPEL DURING SURGERY …
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QUIZ

A: can be protected by a utility model

B: can be protected by a patent

C: none: A nor B

D: both A and B
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QUIZ 1B: THE WORDS "GREEN MOBILITY" …
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QUIZ

A: can be protected by a trademark

B: may create an advantage in the marketplace as a slogan …

C: has not been requested for registration as a trademark

D: all of the above
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QUIZ 2A: PATENT INFORMATION CAN

HELP YOU …
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QUIZ

A: to avoid re-inventing what others have developed already

B: better understand the innovation activities of your 
competitors

C: only if you spend considerable amounts on databases

D: A and B
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QUIZ 2B: E SEARCH PLUS …
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QUIZ

A: can help you to find patents

B: can help you to find case law

C: can help you to find EUTMs and CDR

D: B and C
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QUIZ 3A: PATENT INSIGHT REPORTS …
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QUIZ

A: are on emerging and important technologies

B: use patent examiner expertise

C: use confidential preparations and approaches

D: A and B
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QUIZ 3B: THE EUIPO OBSERVATORY IS 

RESPONSIBLE
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QUIZ

A: for enforcement

B: for economic studies and statistical analysis

C: for aspects related to the use of IP in the digital environment

D: for the IP Enforcement Portal (IPEP)
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QUIZ 4A: PATENTING TRENDS IN OFFSHORE 

WIND ENERGY SHOW

69

QUIZ

A: a steady growth of patent applications from 2002 – 2022

B: that Europe files most patents

C: that there is no collaboration across countries 

D: none of the above
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QUIZ 4B: THE TREND IN TRADEMARK

FILING AT EUIPO
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QUIZ

A: Filings are declining steadily in the last 3 years

B: Chinese companies are the top filers

C: Filing records were reached during the pandemic

D: Word marks are the most type of mark applied for
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
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FURTHER QUESTIONS

HOW TO USE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY IN GREEN TECH
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EPO

via e-mail to academy@epo.org

EUIPO

via e-mail to  academy@euipo.eu

Now

Later

mailto:academy@epo.org
mailto:academy@euipo.eu

