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APIs: What are they and 
How can they benefit you?



History

Back in 1996 the only way to register a trademark was to file a 

paper application!

Several years later the online services were introduced

• Access through the EUIPO portal

• Designed around the needs of the users

APIs are another step forward in terms of innovation and 

modernising our online services!



What is an API?

Application programming interface

a piece of technology that allows two 

different systems to “talk”/”act” to each 

other



APIs: example – flight searches

APIs are everywhere!

Alicante
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www.search-flights.com
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APIs: example – flights searches

APIs are everywhere!
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APIs: examples 

APIs are everywhere!

Le Parisien

San Remo

Brooklyn



APIs: examples

APIs are everywhere!
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APIs: examples

APIs are everywhere!

Le Parisien



Why? – The background

The online services were not ready to work with third-party 

tools.

Users found other ways to access the data, causing an adverse 

impact on our infrastructure.

The need was growing day by day. The EUIPO decided to 

define an API initiative in the context of Modernized EUIPO 

Online Platform



Some use cases in the field of IP

APIs in the field of IP



EU trade mark applications

• Customers with a large portfolio

usually have their own software.

• They tend to prepare the

application in their system.

• They then repeat the process in

the Office’s online application

form.

My EUTM Form

Create EUTM Submit EUTM application

EUIPO – online EUTM 

application form

Customer Form
Without APIs: current situation



EU trade mark applications

• The customer can prepare the

application in their own software

and then submit it directly to the

Office.

Customer

Back-office

My EUTM Form

Back-office

Submit EUTM application

Create and submit EUTM application

Customer form

APIs: potential improvements



Goods and services classification

• Trade mark application may

require the use of harmonised

terms.

• This information could be

provided by the TMclass website

or third party tools.

• Context switch: customer’s

software and classification tool.

Fill in G&S classificationMany searches ...

TMclass/other tools

My EUTM form

Customer form
Without APIs: current situation



Goods and services classification

• Customer can validate G&S 

classification in their own software.

• Search the harmonised database 

while preparing the application.

Customer

Back-office

My EUTM Form

Back-office

Validate G&S classification

Fill in form & validate EUTM

Customer form

APIs: potential improvements



Registered trade mark analysis

• Planning out IP protection

requires analysis of previously

registered IP rights.

• Representatives may use the

Office’s eSearch tool available on

the website.

• This is a laborious manual task.

Fill in IP rights informationMany searches ...

EUIPO eSearch

My IP rights form

Customer form
Without APIs: current situation



Registered trade mark analysis

• Customer can retrieve information on 

registered IP rights automatically in 

their own software.

• They can receive updates on 

registered IP rights automatically 

(cancellations, appeals, etc.).

• They can use this information and 

enrich it with data from other sources 

to make decisions on the protection of 

future IP rights.

Customer

Back-office

My IP rights form

Back-office

Get info on registered IP rights

Fill in NEW IP right info with smart assistance: better protection

Customer form

APIs: potential improvements



Examination deficiencies

• Deficiencies notifications are

usually received in User Area.

• A notification is a PDF document

with the list of deficiencies.

• Customer answers via an

electronic form in the User Area.

My IP Right Form

Fix IP right Submit fixesRead deficiencies 

notifications

User Area -

communications

Reply to official 

communication

Customer form
Without APIs: current situation



Examination deficiencies

• Notifications could be made

available in customer’s software.

• Deficiencies could be shown as a

list in a form in the customer’s

software.

• Customer can answer and submit 

the fixes to the Office directly from 

the form.

Customer

Back-office

My IP rights form

Back-office

Get deficiencies list

Submit fixes

Check deficiencies and fix them

Customer form

APIs: potential improvements



Renewals

• Notifications on pending renewals

are usually received in User Area.

• Notifications are sent 6 months in

advance before renewal period

starts.

• Customers with large portfolios 

usually have their own software.

• Renewal application form only 

available on the EUIPO website.

My renewal form

Update IP rights Submit renewalRead renewal 

notifications

User Area -

communications

Online renewals 

form

Customer form
Without APIs: current situation



Renewals

• List of IP rights pending renewal

available in the customer’s own

software.

• Customer could have a renewal 

form in their own software and 

submit the application from there.

• Customer could set specific IP 

rights to renew automatically.

Customer

Back-office

My renewal form

Back-office
Get list of pending renewals

Submit renewal

Renew IP right

Customer form

Automatic renewals

APIs: potential improvements



Building an API community.

Open dialog between API providers and customers.

Test environment to try out EUIPO APIs.

Customer feedback translates into improvements, 

priorities.

Goal: create services that provide actual value to 

customers.

Design together – API community



2 API platform tour



API platform tour

Let’s take a quick tour!



























Practical example of subscriptions and API calls

Shall we call some APIs?



Sandbox Portal login – Step 1



Sandbox Portal login – Step 2



Sandbox Portal login – Step 3

MyUsername

***************



Register your App – Step 1



Register your App – Step 2



Register your App – Step 3



Register your App – Step 4



Ask for an API Product subscription – Step 1



Ask for an API Product subscription – Step 2



Ask for an API Product subscription – Step 3



Ask for an API Product subscription – Step 4



Ask for an API Product subscription – Step 5



Ask for an API Product subscription – Step 6



Ask for an API Product subscription – Step 7



Ask for an API Product subscription – Step 8



Try G&S API – Step 1: Get Access Token



Try G&S API – Step 2: Call “Classification validation” operation



Try EUTM Filing API  – Step 1: Authorize application

https://auth-sandbox.euipo.europa.eu/oidc/authorize?response_type=code&client_id=553876bda0c0864dfde2bba91c086201&scope=uid%20eutm-
filing.application.write&redirect_uri=http://ipright-portfolio-system:80/authentication-callback

MyUsername

***************



Try EUTM Filing API  – Step 2: Get Authorization Code

OC-61-w9teoZT9yS2YugbuPVZbKBO7uqkCXpCl



Try EUTM Filing API  – Step 3: Get Access Token



Try EUTM Filing API  – Step 3: Get Access Token



Try EUTM Filing API  – Step 3: Validate application



3
The present and a quick 
glimpse into the future



The present and a quick glimpse into the future

API platform adoption keeps growing!

Official support channels

New APIs are coming:

• Filing APIs: RCD filing

• Dissemination APIs: search for trade marks, designs, 

oppositions, appeals...

And more are yet to come!



4 Summary



Available services were not designed for B2B purposes

API will reduce your costs and improve consistency

You are part of our journey! We design together!

We are the first consumers! 

We will continue adding products to our catalogue!

FREE

Summary



?



Keep in touch with the EUIPO Academy



THANK YOU

@EU_IPO

EUIPO

EUIPO.EU

José VILLUENDAS

Digital Transformation Department

Jordi BALAGUER

Digital Transformation Department
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https://twitter.com/EU_IPO
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