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Labels

An identification label is any physical element that contains identification data and product
information, and is placed on a product or its packaging.

The most commonly used materials for labels are paper and plastic film, which most often come with
information printed on the front and an adhesive layer on the back (adhesive labels). However, there are
numerous different types of labels. Materials vary, as does the type of adhesive, the type of support used (e.g.
silicon paper), the printing technology, the level of resistance to atmospheric agents or the type of use.

Identification labels may be placed on all types of packaging and containers, including cardboard boxes, glass
bottles, jars or plastic bags, or directly on the product itself (for example, in the case of clothing or footwear).
When assessing implementation options, it is worth considering whether it may be cheaper to incorporate
certain solutions into the artwork that is going to be printed directly onto the cardboard, plastics or shrink
sleeves, so that no changes need be made to the normal production process.

Labels can be combined with several other technologies for enhanced security. When they are combined with

radio-frequency identification (RFID) tags or near-field communication (NFC) devices, they become ‘smart
labels’.
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The information contained in this site is of general informational nature and does not constitute legal, consulting
or any other professional advice or guidance. The information contained in this site is provided on an ‘as is’
basis with no guarantee of completeness, accuracy, usefulness or timeliness and without any warranties of
any kind whatsoever, express or implied, including but not limited to warranties of performance, merchantability
and fitness for a particular purpose. The use of the information is at the user’s own risk and the EUIPO does not
guarantee any specific results or outcomes based on the use of the information provided on this website. The
search results are not presented in any order of recommendation . This website contains links to other
third-party websites. Such links, which are free and publicly available, are only for the convenience of the user
or browser; the EUIPO does not recommend, endorse, warrant, or assume liability of the content or practices of
these third-party sites. The EUIPO may update, modify, or remove any information on this website without prior
notice. It is the user’s responsibility to stay informed of any changes.
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