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Technologies for Digital Media
Digital media is any data presented in a machine-readable format. It includes digital images,
digital video, MP3 audio, electronic books, video games and databases. The anti-counterfeiting
technologies designed for use with digital media essentially consist of different methods for
embedding and identifying information in digital files, computers and electronic devices so as to
protect, identify and track their intellectual property content.

There are four types of anti-counterfeiting technologies for digital media which fall into two main categories:
digital rights management (DRM) systems and automatic content recognition technologies. 

DRM systems are designed to combat large-scale counterfeiting of audiovisual works. They are used by
copyright and other associated rights holders to protect, exercise and manage their rights in the digital
environment. 

Automatic content recognition technologies in general aim to identify content that is in a media file or being
played on a device. They are developed for a variety of purposes, intellectual property protection being just
one of them. The automatic content recognition technologies that can be used to secure digital media against
counterfeiting are digital watermarks, hashing and fingerprinting. They respectively incorporate, calculate and
generate information related to specific digital content (text, image, sound, video) that can subsequently be
detected or extracted in order to identify its nature, origin and source.
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The information contained in this site is of general informational nature and does not constitute legal, consulting
or any other professional advice or guidance. The information contained in this site is provided on an ‘as is’
basis with no guarantee of completeness, accuracy, usefulness or timeliness and without any warranties of
any kind whatsoever, express or implied, including but not limited to warranties of performance, merchantability
and fitness for a particular purpose. The use of the information is at the user’s own risk and the EUIPO does not
guarantee any specific results or outcomes based on the use of the information provided on this website.  The
search results are not presented in any order of recommendation . This website contains links to other
third-party websites. Such links, which are free and publicly available, are only for the convenience of the user
or browser; the EUIPO does not recommend, endorse, warrant, or assume liability of the content or practices of
these third-party sites. The EUIPO may update, modify, or remove any information on this website without prior
notice. It is the user’s responsibility to stay informed of any changes.
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