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Inks

Ink-based technologies are typically used for product authentication, but they may also be used
for identification and tracking if a unique product identification code is included in the marking.

Most of these technologies are inexpensive and relatively easy to apply. They are very effective and are most
commonly used to authenticate paper products, such as paper valuables and documents.

There are several different types of ink that can be used to mark products for anti-counterfeiting purposes.
They may be distinguished by their:

reaction to chemicals
reading procedure
reading tool

specific characteristics.

Anti-counterfeiting inks may also be visible or invisible. Invisible inks are used to:

¢ avoid altering the appearance of the product
¢ avoid interference with subsequent product processing
e prevent easy detection by potential counterfeiters.
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The information contained in this site is of general informational nature and does not constitute legal, consulting
or any other professional advice or guidance. The information contained in this site is provided on an ‘as is’
basis with no guarantee of completeness, accuracy, usefulness or timeliness and without any warranties of
any kind whatsoever, express or implied, including but not limited to warranties of performance, merchantability
and fitness for a particular purpose. The use of the information is at the user’s own risk and the EUIPO does not
guarantee any specific results or outcomes based on the use of the information provided on this website. The
search results are not presented in any order of recommendation . This website contains links to other
third-party websites. Such links, which are free and publicly available, are only for the convenience of the user
or browser; the EUIPO does not recommend, endorse, warrant, or assume liability of the content or practices of
these third-party sites. The EUIPO may update, modify, or remove any information on this website without prior
notice. It is the user’s responsibility to stay informed of any changes.
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