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Marking Technologies

As their name suggests, marking technologies work by marking products with unique security
features, mostly graphic patterns or codes.

The main purpose is to authenticate rather than identify individual products. The security they provide against
reproduction and tampering comes either from the nature of the technology itself (e.g. the chemical and
physical characteristics of an ink) or the information it contains (e.g. in a graphic pattern). In the first case,
security is provided by a visual indication of attempted alteration while, in the second, security comes from the
difficulty of cloning or reproducing the information.

In some cases - where a unique code (e.g. a barcode) makes up part or all of a marking technology (or can be
incorporated into it) - they can also support product traceability by making it possible to register products as
they move along the supply chain.

There are several different types of marking technologies. The most widely used are those that can be

inspected visually on account of their variety, low cost per item and simple verification procedures - in many
cases, verification can be performed by a visual inspection or via a smartphone.
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The information contained in this site is of general informational nature and does not constitute legal, consulting
or any other professional advice or guidance. The information contained in this site is provided on an ‘as is’
basis with no guarantee of completeness, accuracy, usefulness or timeliness and without any warranties of
any kind whatsoever, express or implied, including but not limited to warranties of performance, merchantability
and fitness for a particular purpose. The use of the information is at the user’s own risk and the EUIPO does not
guarantee any specific results or outcomes based on the use of the information provided on this website. The
search results are not presented in any order of recommendation . This website contains links to other
third-party websites. Such links, which are free and publicly available, are only for the convenience of the user
or browser; the EUIPO does not recommend, endorse, warrant, or assume liability of the content or practices of
these third-party sites. The EUIPO may update, modify, or remove any information on this website without prior
notice. It is the user’s responsibility to stay informed of any changes.
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