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Penetrating Inks
Penetrating inks, or‘bleeding inks’, permeate right through the paper substrate of a document. Any attempt to
mechanically erase the document’s contents will reveal the ink and cause visible damage.
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Description

Penetrating inks are particularly fluid and, when in contact with the support, penetrate deep into the fibres,
creating a weak stain around the print, which is also visible on the back of the document. They are generally
used in letterpress printing. 

Another technique is to mix with the ink a coloured oil able to penetrate deep into the pores of the paper,
generating a coloured stain around the number. Any attempt to scrape the number from the document or
correct it would leave the stain on the document, making the counterfeiting of the serial number clearly
noticeable.

Uses

Similar to reactive inks, penetrating inks are most commonly used to combat the counterfeiting of documents,
cheques, paper valuables, etc. They are mainly used in letterpress printing and to secure document
numbering.

Implementation

If you want to use penetrating ink, you will need to adapt your printing process to ensure that the ink is applied
in the desired position.

Cost

The costs associated with penetrating inks can vary significantly according to how and with which type of
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document the ink is used. It is therefore difficult to give a general idea of the investment required.
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The information contained in this site is of general informational nature and does not constitute legal, consulting
or any other professional advice or guidance. The information contained in this site is provided on an ‘as is’
basis with no guarantee of completeness, accuracy, usefulness or timeliness and without any warranties of
any kind whatsoever, express or implied, including but not limited to warranties of performance, merchantability
and fitness for a particular purpose. The use of the information is at the user’s own risk and the EUIPO does not
guarantee any specific results or outcomes based on the use of the information provided on this website.  The
search results are not presented in any order of recommendation . This website contains links to other
third-party websites. Such links, which are free and publicly available, are only for the convenience of the user
or browser; the EUIPO does not recommend, endorse, warrant, or assume liability of the content or practices of
these third-party sites. The EUIPO may update, modify, or remove any information on this website without prior
notice. It is the user’s responsibility to stay informed of any changes.
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