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Watermarks
Watermarks are designs or patterns that are embedded into paper during the
production process. They are produced by applying pressure to the substrate in
the form of a pattern or text. This causes the paper to compress and thin only in
those areas where pressure was applied. More light is able to pass through the
thinner parts of the paper, thereby showing up the watermarked image without
the need to incorporate any other materials.
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Description

Dry watermarks are made by passing a device called a dandy roll over a slightly moistened sheet of paper. The
roll is covered in thick paperboard, on which the wording or figure to be transferred to the paper is designed in
relief with wires, gels or other devices.

Uses

Watermarks are most commonly applied to banknotes but they are also rather widely used on other paper
valuables, tickets, identity documents, etc.

Implementation

The use of watermarks requires major changes to the paper sourcing process, as your paper needs to be
compatible with watermarking technology. It should also be considered that this technology requires extensive
experience and can only be applied by highly trained and specialised staff.

Cost

The costs associated with watermarks are highly dependent on the cost of the paper they are being applied to.
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The costs of specialised staff must also be considered when implementing this technology.
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The information contained in this site is of general informational nature and does not constitute legal, consulting
or any other professional advice or guidance. The information contained in this site is provided on an ‘as is’
basis with no guarantee of completeness, accuracy, usefulness or timeliness and without any warranties of
any kind whatsoever, express or implied, including but not limited to warranties of performance, merchantability
and fitness for a particular purpose. The use of the information is at the user’s own risk and the EUIPO does not
guarantee any specific results or outcomes based on the use of the information provided on this website.  The
search results are not presented in any order of recommendation . This website contains links to other
third-party websites. Such links, which are free and publicly available, are only for the convenience of the user
or browser; the EUIPO does not recommend, endorse, warrant, or assume liability of the content or practices of
these third-party sites. The EUIPO may update, modify, or remove any information on this website without prior
notice. It is the user’s responsibility to stay informed of any changes.
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