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Microtexts

This technology consists of reproducing a text or an entire document on a miniaturised scale, with the
resulting text only being able to be read by sophisticated equipment. For example, microtexts can be inserted
into documents by replacing a line segment with a sequence of characters of less than 0.2 mm in size. To the
naked eye (and copiers and scanners) the text will appear as a solid line. Micro-images can also be inserted.
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Description
Microtexts are printed from specialised machine or laser-engraved matrices, using particular inks and
techniques. They require sophisticated graphic equipment because the precise details must be reproduced

with extreme precision. A better print quality than common offset printing plates is generally needed, given
the miniscule scale of the text produced.

Uses

Microtexts are most typically used in banknotes, but they are also widely used for packaging, either printed on
the shipping documents or on the packaging itself.

Implementation
If you want to print microtext on a product’s shipping document or packaging, you do not need to make any

changes to your production process. To print the microtext you will need the sophisticated graphic equipment
described above. Alternatively, the printing process can be contracted out to specialised companies.

Cost

The costs associated with microtexts vary according to how, where and on what they are used. It is therefore
difficult to give a general ideal of the investment required.
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The information contained in this site is of general informational nature and does not constitute legal, consulting
or any other professional advice or guidance. The information contained in this site is provided on an ‘as is’
basis with no guarantee of completeness, accuracy, usefulness or timeliness and without any warranties of
any kind whatsoever, express or implied, including but not limited to warranties of performance, merchantability
and fitness for a particular purpose. The use of the information is at the user’s own risk and the EUIPO does not
guarantee any specific results or outcomes based on the use of the information provided on this website. The
search results are not presented in any order of recommendation . This website contains links to other
third-party websites. Such links, which are free and publicly available, are only for the convenience of the user
or browser; the EUIPO does not recommend, endorse, warrant, or assume liability of the content or practices of
these third-party sites. The EUIPO may update, modify, or remove any information on this website without prior
notice. It is the user’s responsibility to stay informed of any changes.
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