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Anti-Alteration Devices
Anti-alteration devices ‘mechanically’ prevent a product from being altered in its
original packaging. Although specific devices could potentially be made for all
types of product, the most common example is the anti-topping-up or anti-refill
cap – a device comprising one or more small balls that is inserted down the neck
of a bottle. This system allows liquid to be poured out of the bottle, but not
poured in, preventing any topping up or refilling.
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Description

This technology is widely applied in the alcoholic drinks industry to prevent the counterfeiting of wines and
spirits. When empty drinks bottles are sent for recycling they are often intercepted, filled with cheap imitations
and resold as the original, valuable product. Anti-alteration devices in the form of anti-refill caps stop this from
happening by placing one-way valves in the necks of bottles and so making it impossible to pour liquid back in. 

Anti-alteration devices can also be combined with shrink sleeve labels placed on the caps and lids of bottles
and jars, in order to further prevent tampering and alteration.

Uses

By their nature, these devices are intended to be used specifically with the product/ products for which they
have been designed.

Implementation

Any changes that need to be made to the production process in order to implement this technology will depend
on your product and the type of device used.
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Cost

It is difficult to give a general idea of the costs associated with anti-alteration devices as they will vary
according to the type of product and particular device used.
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The information contained in this site is of general informational nature and does not constitute legal, consulting
or any other professional advice or guidance. The information contained in this site is provided on an ‘as is’
basis with no guarantee of completeness, accuracy, usefulness or timeliness and without any warranties of
any kind whatsoever, express or implied, including but not limited to warranties of performance, merchantability
and fitness for a particular purpose. The use of the information is at the user’s own risk and the EUIPO does not
guarantee any specific results or outcomes based on the use of the information provided on this website.  The
search results are not presented in any order of recommendation . This website contains links to other
third-party websites. Such links, which are free and publicly available, are only for the convenience of the user
or browser; the EUIPO does not recommend, endorse, warrant, or assume liability of the content or practices of
these third-party sites. The EUIPO may update, modify, or remove any information on this website without prior
notice. It is the user’s responsibility to stay informed of any changes.
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