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Seals

A seal is any device that hermetically closes a package to protect the content
from tampering. Seals can be made of plastic or metal and can be as simple and
cost-effective as a screwcap on a bottle. They are usually easy to install and
remove, but the level of security they offer depends to a great extent on the

experience and ability of the person inspecting them.
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Description

The general properties of a seal are:

e identity - every seal has a unique identifier;
e non-duplicability - seals are very difficult to reproduce;
¢ reliability - they provide a high level of security.
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Although there are various different types of mechanical seals, they all share the following characteristics:

their integrity is established through visual inspection;

Uses

they reassure the user as to the security of a product by providing visual evidence of any tampering;
they do not record information about the time or place of any tampering;
they are unable to check their own integrity, unlike electronic seals.

Seals are highly versatile and can be used on a vast range of different packages in a variety of sectors. They

are even used in transport to secure freight containers.
Implementation
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As seals are generally applied to the packaging rather than the product itself, the changes that need to be
introduced in order to implement this technology will affect the wrapping and packaging stage - not the
production process.

Cost

While it is difficult to give a general idea of the costs associated with mechanical seals because of their
diversity and versatility, it can be said that they are much lower than the costs associated with electronic
seals.
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The information contained in this site is of general informational nature and does not constitute legal, consulting
or any other professional advice or guidance. The information contained in this site is provided on an ‘as is’
basis with no guarantee of completeness, accuracy, usefulness or timeliness and without any warranties of
any kind whatsoever, express or implied, including but not limited to warranties of performance, merchantability
and fitness for a particular purpose. The use of the information is at the user’s own risk and the EUIPO does not
guarantee any specific results or outcomes based on the use of the information provided on this website. The
search results are not presented in any order of recommendation . This website contains links to other
third-party websites. Such links, which are free and publicly available, are only for the convenience of the user
or browser; the EUIPO does not recommend, endorse, warrant, or assume liability of the content or practices of
these third-party sites. The EUIPO may update, modify, or remove any information on this website without prior
notice. It is the user’s responsibility to stay informed of any changes.
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