. Anti-C rfeiti d
R EVIPO ACAPT suide Amsounereting and. e

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE

Anti-counterfeiting and anti-piracy technology guide

http://euipo.europa.eu/anti-counterfeiting-and-anti-piracy-technology-guide

Security Film

The main purpose of this technology is to secure data printed on documents and packaging. It does so by
using pressure or heat to apply a plastic film to the pages or other surfaces that need to be protected. The
plastic film will have specific security features built in via its application process - for example printed, tactile
or colour elements - for extra protection.
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Description

The following are the three most common processes used to build security into the film.

e Overprinting - security elements are typically printed on the back (inner side) of the security film or
between the adhesive layer and the film to protect them from damage and tampering (they are usually
printed by screen printing, rotogravure or flexographic printing).

e Embossing - the security film is embossed with tactile elements, such as thin lines, complex thin-line
patterns or micro-prints.

e Embedding through binding - this technique usually protects photographs and printed personal
identification data in passports. To prevent tampering, the film is embedded in the passport book through
the binding, so that a strip of the film forms a small margin on the adjacent page, at the back of the
document.

Another two, less common, processes are the use of iridescent film, which has a brilliant, pearlescent effect
and changes colour when viewed from different angles, and back-reflecting film, which is made visible by a
specific viewing device that uses coaxial light.

Uses

Security films are mostly used on documents - for example passports and ID cards.

Implementation
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If you want to use security film, you will need to incorporate a step in the production process to apply the film
to the parts of the document that need to be protected.

Cost

As there are so many options for implementing security film, it is difficult to give a general idea here of the
costs involved.
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The information contained in this site is of general informational nature and does not constitute legal, consulting
or any other professional advice or guidance. The information contained in this site is provided on an ‘as is’
basis with no guarantee of completeness, accuracy, usefulness or timeliness and without any warranties of
any kind whatsoever, express or implied, including but not limited to warranties of performance, merchantability
and fitness for a particular purpose. The use of the information is at the user’s own risk and the EUIPO does not
guarantee any specific results or outcomes based on the use of the information provided on this website. The
search results are not presented in any order of recommendation . This website contains links to other
third-party websites. Such links, which are free and publicly available, are only for the convenience of the user
or browser; the EUIPO does not recommend, endorse, warrant, or assume liability of the content or practices of
these third-party sites. The EUIPO may update, modify, or remove any information on this website without prior
notice. It is the user’s responsibility to stay informed of any changes.
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