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Unique Identifier Marks
This technology essentially works by inserting visible or hidden identifiers into products or documents. Where
visible, the identifiers have the appearance of unintended ink spots or smudges. They are generally produced
by random and practically non-replicable chemical and physical processes. For example, a particular printing
technology can be used to randomly generate a series of small, coloured patches, which will serve as an
exclusive, original and unique identifier, much like a fingerprint. A numerical code is assigned to each
individual identifier (its signature) and stored in a reference database.
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Description

There are many different methods for creating unique product identifier marks. However, in all cases, special
recording equipment is installed on either the printing or the production line to capture an image of each
product’s identifier and store it together with the encoded signature in a database. In some cases it may also
be possible to print the encoded signature as part of a 2D barcode on the item. This would support
identification and tracking of the marked products as well.

Uses

This technology can be applied directly to documents and packaging. Alternatively, the pre-recorded identifiers
and/or encoded signatures may be printed onto labels.

Implementation

The changes that need to be made to the production process in order to implement this technology vary
significantly depending on the type of product and the methods used to generate the unique identifier and
associate it with the product. If you want to apply unique identifier marks directly to your product(s), you will
need to install the specific hardware in your production line to record the signature of each identifier. However,
if you wish to use adhesive labels with a built-in, pre-recorded unique identifier, only limited changes to the
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production process will be necessary.

Cost

Given the diversity of methods available for applying this technology, it is difficult to give a general idea of the
costs involved in its implementation. That said, the cost for pre-recorded unique identifiers printed onto labels
is usually around a few euro cents per item.
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The information contained in this site is of general informational nature and does not constitute legal, consulting
or any other professional advice or guidance. The information contained in this site is provided on an ‘as is’
basis with no guarantee of completeness, accuracy, usefulness or timeliness and without any warranties of
any kind whatsoever, express or implied, including but not limited to warranties of performance, merchantability
and fitness for a particular purpose. The use of the information is at the user’s own risk and the EUIPO does not
guarantee any specific results or outcomes based on the use of the information provided on this website.  The
search results are not presented in any order of recommendation . This website contains links to other
third-party websites. Such links, which are free and publicly available, are only for the convenience of the user
or browser; the EUIPO does not recommend, endorse, warrant, or assume liability of the content or practices of
these third-party sites. The EUIPO may update, modify, or remove any information on this website without prior
notice. It is the user’s responsibility to stay informed of any changes.
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